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“Wondrous combination of man and God! ...
He humbled Himself to man's nature. He did
this that the Scripture might be ful=lled; and
the plan was entered into by the Son of God,
knowing all the steps in His humiliation, that
He must descend to make an expiation for
the sins of a condemned, groaning world.
What humility was this! It amazed angels. The
tongue can never describe it; the imagination
cannot take it in. The eternal Word consented
to be made Hesh! God became man! It was a
wonderful humility. TMK 68.2

“But He stepped still lower; the Man must
humble Himself as a man to bear insult,
reproach, shameful accusations, and abuse.
There seemed to be no safe place for Him in
His own territory. He had to Hee from place to
place for His life. He was betrayed by one of
His disciples; He was denied by one of His
most zealous followers. He was mocked. He
was crowned with a crown of thorns. He was
scourged. He was forced to bear the burden
of the cross. TMK 68.3

“He was not insensible to this contempt and
ignominy. He submitted, but, oh! He felt the
bitterness as no other being could feel it. He
was pure, holy, and unde=led, yet arraigned
as a criminal! The adorable Redeemer
stepped down from the highest exaltation.
Step by step He humbled Himself to die—but
what a death! It was the most shameful, the
most cruel—the death upon the cross as a
malefactor. He did not die as a hero in the
eyes of the world, loaded with honors, as men
in battle. He died as a condemned criminal,
suspended between the heavens and the
earth—died a lingering death of shame,
exposed to the tauntings and revilings of a
debased, crime-loaded, proHigate multitude!
... TMK 68.4

All this humiliation of the Majesty of heaven
was for guilty, condemned man. He went
lower and lower in His humiliation, until there
were no lower depths that He could reach, in
order to lift man up from his moral
de=lement. All this was for you.” S.D.A Bible
Commentary 5: 1127, 1128; TMK 68.5

Memory Text:

“Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of 5esh and blood, he also
himself likewise took part of the same;
that through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that
is, the devil;” KJV — Hebrews 2:14
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The Brother as a
Redeemer
Leviticus 25:25-27, 47-49; Hebrews 2:
14-16

“And there appeared a great wonder in heaven;
a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon
under her feet, and upon her head a crown of
twelve stars: And she being with child cried,
travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.
And there appeared another wonder in heaven;
and behold a great red dragon, having seven
heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon
his heads. And his tail drew the third part of the
stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth:
and the dragon stood before the woman which
was ready to be delivered, for to devour her
child as soon as it was born. And she brought
forth a man child, who was to rule all nations
with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up
unto God, and to his throne.” KJV—Revelation
12:1-5

When the promise of the coming Saviour was
made, it was then that the dragon learned
that the Church was to give birth to the “man
child,” and from then on he watched her
closely, hoping to destroy the world’s
Redeemer as soon as He was born. This he
endeavored to accomplish through Herod,
when he caused a multitude of little children
to be slaughtered. The child Christ,
nevertheless, escaped, and the Devil met his
=rst defeat in this connection. 

Now the Dragon being forti=ed with seven
heads and ten horns, denotes that he
controlled all the civil and religious powers in
that day (for the symbolical number “ten”
denotes universality, just as do the ten toes of
Daniel 2, the ten horns of the other Bible
beasts, and the ten virgins of Matthew 25). 

The horns represent all the civil powers, while
the heads represent all the religious powers,
for the Biblical number “seven” denotes
completeness. Moreover, the fact that the
Church (the Jews), the only agency through
which God worked up to that time, cruci=ed
the Lord, is in itself succient proof that the
Church had apostatized, that she had become
the Dragon’s seventh head, and that thus was
the Dragon armed with ten horns and seven
heads, – with all the civil and religious powers.
And, so, you see, the Dragon with his horns
and heads represents the world captured by
the Devil. 

Thus, it is that the world was lost in that day,
and thus it was that Christ came to redeem it.
To do all this He started a new church
organization. In this light we see Christ, the
world’s Redeemer, and His mission even
more important than we have ever seen it
before. 

It is a recognized fact, too, that crowns always
stand for kingly authority. And as they appear
on the dragon’s heads, not on his horns, it is
especially noticeable that while the dragon
ruled both the civil and religious worlds, yet
he crowned the religious. 

In other words, the church held the sceptre;
the church sat on the dragon’s throne. And
the fact that the number of the dragon’s
horns represents universality and the number
of his crowned heads, completeness, coupled
with the fact that both the Jewish church and
the Romans persecuted the Lord, shows that
the dragon as a whole represents a complete
Satanic-ecclesiastical world, that Satan had
taken the world captive. As conqueror of it
and armed with horns and heads, he moved
upon Herod to kill the newborn children as
soon as he learned of Christ’s birth. This he
did with the hope of destroying the Saviour,
devouring the child and thereby perpetuating
his own kingdom. Such was the condition of
the world at Christ’s =rst Advent, and thus
was the church enabled to crucify the Lord, to
stone Stephen, to behead others, and yet to
escape the penalties of the civil authorities. 

For this very reason the Son of man, the
world’s Redeemer, came just when He did.
The dragon, though, to defend his Satanic
dominion, patiently waited and carefully
watched for the arrival of the world’s
promised Redeemer. So it was that while the
ever living church of God was with child, and
crying to be delivered, the dragon with his
seven crowned heads and ten horns, stood
ready to devour the child as soon as He was
born. 

Just such apostasy had gripped the world in
the days of Noah, too, and made it necessary
for the Lord to do something to save the
world. For the sake of mankind, the Creator
sent the Hood to bring an end to the
wickedness. In like manner the terrible
apostasy of the Jews in the days of Christ’s
=rst advent, demanded another disaster as
thoroughly destructive as the dreadful deluge
in order again to blot out wickedness. But, if
for no other reason than to keep His never-
failing promise to His faithful servant Noah,
God could not thus overthrow the world the
second time. And so, He sent His Son to die in
the world's stead. In this light, how much
brighter than ever stands forth the
Redeemer's mission! By His death did He
indeed save the world from destruction at
that time, and by His resurrection did He
make possible for it to stand today.

How important was the mission of Christ
to redeem our world?

Monday - January 17Monday - January 17

Not Ashamed to call
Them Brothers
Hebrews 1:1- 4

Jesus was confronted by the rich young ruler,
who said to Him, I have kept the
commandments. What yet must I do to enter
into life eternal? Here follows the answer: 

“Now when Jesus heard these things, he said
unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that
thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come,
follow me.” KJV — Luke 18:22

To understand this scripture, we must read
another one along with it: 

“There was a man of the Pharisees, named
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The same came
to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we
know that thou art a teacher come from God:
for no man can do these miracles that thou
doest, except God be with him. Jesus answered
and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” KJV — John 3:1-3

Both the rich young man and Nicodemus
were rulers, and though Nicodemus might
not have been as rich as was the young man,
he nevertheless was not poor. But why was
the one asked to distribute his riches to the
poor, and the other told to be born again?
Why should not both pay the same price for
salvation? Here are the reasons: 

To avoid being seen in the company of Jesus,
Nicodemus came to Him, not by day, but
secretly by night, whereas the young ruler
came to Jesus not only openly by day, but also
while a multitude were with Jesus. The rich
young ruler’s basic hindrance, therefore, was
his wealth, and Nicodemus’ basic hindrance
was his pride. Plainly, then, the one’s ailment
called for one kind of treatment, and the
other’s ailment called for another kind of
treatment. 

Jesus never asked anyone to take His religion,
but He asked them to “follow” Him, to be one
of His disciples. The rich young ruler could not
follow the Lord because his heart was
centered upon his own riches. And
Nicodemus could not follow the Lord because
he was too proud to be seen in the company
of unpopular and hated Jesus followed by
humble =shermen. To remove the
hindrances, the one had to get rid of his
riches, and the other had to get rid of his
pride. To eradicate pride, one must be born
again, must become a new man. But to
eradicate the love of money one must give his
money to those who really need it. 

The Scriptures bear record that Abraham was
very rich. Yet he is called the “friend of God.”
Riches in themselves, therefore, can be a
blessing, although they more often become a
curse. Pride, however, is never good. 

Remember that the Devil =nds in every one of
us at least one loophole. Whatever that
loophole be, it must be done away with – be it
riches or be it pride. Of course, not all are rich
and tied to their wealth, but everyone can be
tied to himself, the “old man.” And not all
need give up riches, but all need cut loose
from the “old man” who gets them into
everything but what they ought to be in. 

Nicodemus’ acknowledgment that Jesus was
the Son of God made his case exceedingly
bad. Knowing who Jesus was, he should not
have been ashamed to be seen in His
company, nor should he have been afraid of
His enemies. He should have considered it a
privilege to associate with the Son of God,
with a Heavenly Being. But inasmuch as
Nicodemus was ashamed to be seen with
Him, and was proud to be with Pharisees, he
needed to bury the “old man,” and to arise in
newness of life – needed to be born again. 

“Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen
such things? Shall the earth be made to bring
forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at
once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought
forth her children.” KJV — Isaiah 66:8

Although the Jewish church in Jesus’ day
travailed not, yet she brought forth the Son of
God! But when Zion travaileth she brings
forth all her children at once, a whole nation!
A miracle in each instance. 

How may Zion travail? – Let us turn to the
natural realm: In nature, the mother carries a
child, then travails and gives birth to it. How
else, then, in the spiritual realm can Zion
travail without =rst carrying her children
before they are born? To be speci=c, when
one joins the church, she is pregnant with
him so to speak. When she is thus carrying
her children, then they shall all be born at
once, – they shall all at once receive their
second birth, the birth here mentioned. 

And as Inspiration makes it clear that they
must be born again, they all at the outset
must be in the same state of mind as was
Nicodemus – ashamed to be seen in the
company of present Truth believers, ashamed
to be associated with believers of unpopular
Truth.

Why are people ashamed to be in the
company of Jesus’ followers?
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Flesh and Blood Like
Us
Matthew 16:17, Galatians 1:16, 1
Corinthians 15:50, Ephesians 6:12 

“The government under which Jesus lived was
corrupt and oppressive; on every hand were
crying abuses,—extortion, intolerance, and
grinding cruelty. Yet the Saviour attempted no
civil reforms. He attacked no national abuses,
nor condemned the national enemies. He did
not interfere with the authority or
administration of those in power. He who was
our example kept aloof from earthly
governments. Not because He was indinerent
to the woes of men, but because the remedy
did not lie in merely human and external
measures. To be eccient, the cure must
reach men individually, and must regenerate
the heart. DA 509.3

“Not by the decisions of courts or councils or
legislative assemblies, not by the patronage
of worldly great men, is the kingdom of Christ
established, but by the implanting of Christ's
nature in humanity through the work of the
Holy Spirit. “As many as received Him, to
them gave He power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on His name:
which were born, not of blood, nor of the will
of the Hesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God.” John 1:12, 13. Here is the only power
that can work the uplifting of mankind. And
the human agency for the accomplishment of
this work is the teaching and practicing of the
word of God.” DA 509.4

Jer. 31:31-34 – “Behold, the days come, saith the
Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: not
according to the covenant that I made with their
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which My
covenant they brake, although I was an husband
unto them, saith the Lord: but this shall be the
covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put
My law in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be
My people. And they shall teach no more every
man his neighbour, and every man his brother,
saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know
Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of
them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

Take notice, though, He is not to make a new
law, but a new covenant, a new contract for
keeping the law. The dinerence is that rather
than His writing the law on tables of stone, He
will write it on the Heshly tables of the heart,
the seat which the law of sin now occupies. 

This covenant, you see, is to be made with
both the house of Israel and the house of
Judah, – with all God’s people. 

The scripture, remember, does not say that
we cannot keep the law while it is written on
the tables of stone, but it de=nitely says that
we can, for those who broke the law are
reproved for so doing. We can, therefore,
even now inconveniently keep the
commandments though they be still written
on stones. For convenience’s sake most
Christians wish the law were abolished, and
some make themselves believe that it has
been abolished, although the only law that
has been abolished is the ceremonial,
sacri=cial law, the shadow of the Lamb of
God. 

What dinerence would there be whether the
law be written on stone, or on our hearts? –
The experience of Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon reveals the answer.

Had the king by force been made to live with
the cattle, in a stable or in a =eld, he would
have committed suicide if possible. But as
soon as God took his human heart away from
him, and put the heart of an ox in him, the
king was perfectly contented to be with the
cattle, and altogether discontented to live in
his palace. 

Were the same thing done to anyone of us,
our desires would be the same as the king’s.
In like manner, when the stony heart is taken
away from us, and the heart of Hesh with the
law of God written on it put in us, we shall
then =nd it altogether too inconvenient to sin,
and most delightful to keep the
commandments of God. And so you need not
fear having to struggle to keep the law of God
in the Kingdom, as you do here. You will then
be perfectly contented to live a sinless life. In
fact, you will want to sin no more than you
would now want to die. 

Wonderful indeed! but when may we expect
this miracle to take place? To =nd the answer
to this question, we need connect Jeremiah’s
prophecy with Ezekiel’s prophecy of the same
event: 

Jer. 31:8 – “Behold, I will bring them from the
north country, and gather them from the coasts
of the earth, and with them the blind and the
lame, the woman with child and her that
travaileth with child together: a great company
shall return thither.” 

Ezek. 36:24-28 – “For I will take you from among
the heathen, and gather you out of all countries,
and will bring you into your own land. Then will I
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be
clean: from all your _lthiness, and from all your
idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I
give you, and a new spirit will I put within you:
and I will take away the stony heart out of your
`esh, and I will give you an heart of `esh. And I
will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to
walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My
judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in
the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall
be My people, and I will be your God.”

In 1 Corinthians 15:50 we are told that
“Hesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God.” How will the kingdom
of God be established without “Hesh and
blood”?

Here is a promise of a new contract, a
new covenant. It is not the kind God
made with our predecessors in the day
they came up out of Egypt, the day He
wrote the commandments on tables of
stone and thus to keep them. Instead, He
makes a new covenant, a covenant to
write them on our very hearts. Then
every one of us will consequently know
Him without having to be taught.

The records from both prophets clearly
point out the time in which this miracle
will be performed on the hearts of all
God’s people. Both prophets make it as
clear as can be made, that this change of
heart takes place in the Holy Land,
Palestine, at the beginning of the
kingdom which God promises to set up
“in the days of these kings” (Dan. 2:44),
not after their days. He moreover says
that He will take us from among the
heathen and gather us from all countries
and take us into our own land (Ezek.
36:24), the land in which our fathers
dwelt (Ezek. 36:28). “Then,” at that time,
says Inspiration, not before, will He
sprinkle clean water upon us, cleanse us
from all =lthiness, and from all idols.
Also, a new heart will He then put in us
(Ezek. 36:26). He will give us His Spirit and
cause us to comply with His statutes, and
to keep His judgments (Ezek. 36:27). Read
these scriptures for yourself and see if
they say all I am trying to tell you they
say.
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Perfected Through
Su=erings
Hebrews 2:10, 17, 18; Hebrews 5:8, 9

“All this could be, because Christ laid hold of
the nature of man, and partook of the divine
attributes, and planted His cross between
humanity and divinity, bridging the gulf that
separated the sinner from God. 1SM 261.1

“‘For verily he took not on him the nature of
angels; but he took on him the seed of
Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved
him to be made like unto his brethren, that
he might be a merciful and faithful high priest
in things pertaining to God, to make
reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in
that he himself hath sunered being tempted,
he is able to succour them that are tempted’
(Hebrews 2:16-18).” 1SM 261.2

“Jesus came to bring moral power to combine
with human enort, and in no case are His
followers to allow themselves to lose sight of
Christ, who is their example in all things. He
said, “For their sakes I sanctify myself, that
they also might be sancti=ed through the
truth” (John 17:19). Jesus presents the truth
before His children that they may look upon
it, and by beholding it, may become changed,
being transformed by His grace from
transgression to obedience, from impurity to
purity, from sin to heart-holiness and
righteousness of life.” 1SM 262.1

Ezek. 36:23-28 – “And I will sanctify My great
name, which was profaned among the
heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst
of them; and the heathen shall know that I
am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall
be sancti=ed in you before their eyes. For I
will take you from among the heathen, and
gather you out of all countries, and will bring
you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean:
from all your =lthiness, and from all your
idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I
give you, and a new spirit will I put within you:
and I will take away the stony heart out of
your Hesh, and I will give you an heart of
Hesh. And I will put My spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall
keep My judgments, and do them. And ye
shall dwell in the land that I gave to your
fathers; and ye shall be My people, and I will
be your God.” 

Here are additional signs, signs which are
displayed within and without the man
himself: the scars and defects which sin has
written upon the bodies of God’s people are
washed away; also, the sin-hardened heart is
carved out of them and a new, tender heart
that delights in keeping God’s statutes and
judgments, is set in. 

Christ became “perfect through
sunerings.” How and when will we
become perfect? 

When does this take place? – After God
takes His saints “from among the
heathen,” “out of all countries,” and
brings them into their “own land,” say the
Scriptures. Thus, shall they dwell in the
land that God anciently gave to their
fathers, and thus shall they be His people
and He, their God. Here you see that no
one can meet God face to face and live
with Him eternally without =rst having
this body-cleansing and heart-changing
experience. 
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The Brother as a Model
Hebrews 12:1-4

Zech. 12:8 – “In that day shall the Lord defend
the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is
feeble among them at that day shall be as
David; and the house of David shall be as
God, as the angel of the Lord before them.” 

Besides giving us the assurance that the Lord
shall defend His people, Inspiration likens
them unto David and unto God. Even the
feeble ones “shall be as David; and the house
of David shall be as God,” “as the angel of the
Lord before them.” What a great and
wonderful statement! What a privilege to be
likened unto God Himself! 

Now, in order for one to know what it means
to be “as David,” one must know what kind of
person ancient David was. 

To begin with, he was a =rst-rate shepherd,
he risked his own life for the sheep. You
remember that in order to save the lambs he
courageously went after the lion and the bear
and killed them with his bare hands. And to
save his nation’s independence and God’s
great honor, on another occasion, he again
risked his life by bravely facing the giant
Goliath. Because of David’s faithfulness, God
delivered him from the beasts and from the
giant and made him king over His people! 

The faithfulness of a person in little things
indicates his faithfulness in greater things
also. Faithfulness always brings promotion.
So, in order to be as David, one must be as
faithful, as dependable, and as zealous for
God’s Kingdom as was David of old. 

Now, that we might know what it means to be
“as God,” we must study what God is like. At
the outset He did not only create and
abundantly =ll the earth with every good
thing for His creatures, but He also planted a
garden (home) for the man. Thus, He made a
model home for all human beings who were
to live thereafter. He taught Adam how to
keep the home and how to dress the garden.
He taught him to speak and to discern the
nature between one beast and another, to
name them accordingly. God endowed man
with knowledge and life in order to make him
happy, and useful in making the world what it
ought to be. Even after the holy pair fell in sin
God was still interested in them as He was
before – so much so, in fact, that He
immediately began to teach them how to
redeem themselves, and to return to their
eternal home. From that day to this He thus
continued to teach the human family. 

To do this saving work God sent down the
Spirit of Truth, He sent prophets and angels,
also His only Son – all teachers of redemption.
He Himself descended to Sinai and even
though they slew nearly all His servants
including His son, yet His unfailing interest in
the human race has continued on to this very
day. Notwithstanding our faults, His promise
to take us back into Eden there to live with
Him if we repent, still stands as sure as does
the sun. 

Whatever good thing we may have, be it a
trade or some other gift that is worth having
we are to be as faithful in it and as anxious to
teach it to others as He is faithful and anxious
to teach us. If we neglect this duty, we shall
not only fail to be as God, but shall even be

What is it like to be as Jesus or God?

Now you see what God is like, and if we
are to be “as God,” then that is what we,
too, must be like. That means that we
must be as interested in one another and
in the upbuilding of His Kingdom as He is
interested. We are to be as unsel=sh as
He is. We must gladly teach others all
that He has taught us. We are to do all
we can to improve the living conditions of
others. We are to make the world better
than it could be if we were not in it. In
creation week God did His part. Now we
are to do our part of creation if we are to
be as God.



not only fail to be as God, but shall even be
required to give account of our neglect. 

All through my life I have found people very
sel=sh and fearful that someone would get
ahead of them in one way or another. 

The Lord taught the birds how to live and how
to build nests, and how to raise their young.
Then should we not help others to build and
to better their homes and living? You recall
Jesus saying, “Whosoever shall give to drink
unto one of these little ones a cup of cold
water only in the name of a disciple, verily I
say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his
reward.” Matt. 10:42. 

Were God not what He is, He would not be
God; and if we continue as we ever were, we
shall never be “as God.” 
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Further Study

“Taking humanity upon Him, Christ came to
be one with humanity, and at the same time
to reveal our heavenly Father to sinful human
beings. He who had been in the presence of
the Father from the beginning, He who was
the express image of the invisible God, was
alone able to reveal the character of the Deity
to mankind. He was in all things made like
unto His brethren. He became Hesh even as
we are. He was hungry and thirsty and weary.
He was sustained by food and refreshed by
sleep. He shared the lot of men; yet He was
the blameless Son of God. He was a stranger
and sojourner on the earth—in the world, but
not of the world; tempted and tried as men
and women today are tempted and tried, yet
living a life free from sin. Tender,
compassionate, sympathetic, ever
considerate of others, He represented the
character of God, and was constantly
engaged in service for God and man. MH
422.2

For further studies, feel free to
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