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“The priests obeyed the commands of their leader, and went before the people carrying the

ark of the covenant. Orders had been given for the multitude to fall back, so that there was a

vacant space of three-fourths of a mile about the ark. The immense hosts watched with deep

interest as the priests advanced down the bank of the Jordan. They saw them with the sacred

ark move steadily forward, toward the angry, surging stream, till the feet of the bearers

seemed to be dipping into the waters. Then suddenly the current was borne back, while the

tide below swept on, and the deep bed of the Jordan was laid bare. At the divine command

the priests descended to the middle of the channel, and stood there, while the great

multitudes advanced, and crossed to the farther side. Thus was impressed upon the minds

of all Israel the fact that the power which stayed the waters of Jordan was the same that

opened the Red Sea before their fathers forty years before. The Signs of the Times, April 7,

1881, par. 6

“The priests and the ark still remained in their position in the middle of the river-bed. At the

Lord’s command, twelve men, one out of each tribe, were directed to take each man a stone

from the channel, and to carry it to the dry land, as a memorial for all future generations.

‘that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord; when it

passed over Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off.’” The Signs of the Times, April 7,

1881, par. 7

Memory Text:

“For the LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were

passed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red sea, which he dried up from before

us, until we were gone over: That all the people of the earth might know the hand of

the LORD, that it is mighty: that ye might fear the LORD your God for ever.” KJV —

Joshua 4:23, 24
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Crossing Jordan

“Orders were now issued to make ready for an advance. The people were to prepare a three

days’ supply of food, and the army was to be put in readiness for battle. All heartily

acquiesced in the plans of their leader and assured him of their confidence and support: “All

that thou commandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou sendest us, we will go.

According as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee: only the

Lord thy God be with thee, as He was with Moses.” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 483.2

“Leaving their encampment in the acacia groves of Shittim, the host descended to the border

of the Jordan. All knew, however, that without divine aid they could not hope to make the

passage. At this time of the year—in the spring season—the melting snows of the mountains

had so raised the Jordan that the river overflowed its banks, making it impossible to cross at

the usual fording places. God willed that the passage of Israel over Jordan should be

miraculous. Joshua, by divine direction, commanded the people to sanctify themselves; they

must put away their sins and free themselves from all outward impurity; “for tomorrow,” he

said, “the Lord will do wonders among you.” The “ark of the covenant” was to lead the way

before the host. When they should see the token of Jehovah's presence, borne by the priests,

remove from its place in the center of the camp, and advance toward the river, then they

were to remove from their place, “and go after it.” The circumstances of the passage were

minutely foretold; and said Joshua, “Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you,

and that He will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites.... Behold, the ark of

the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan.” Patriarchs and

Prophets, page 483.3

Read Joshua 3:1–5 and Numbers 14:41–44. Why did God ask the Israelites to specially

prepare for what was about to happen?
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The Living God of Wonders

“At the appointed time began the onward movement, the ark, borne upon the shoulders of

the priests, leading the van. The people had been directed to fall back, so that there was a

vacant space of more than half a mile about the ark. All watched with deep interest as the

priests advanced down the bank of the Jordan. They saw them with the sacred ark move

steadily forward toward the angry, surging stream, till the feet of the bearers were dipped

into the waters. Then suddenly the tide above was swept back, while the current below

flowed on, and the bed of the river was laid bare. Patriarchs and Prophets, page 484.1

“At the divine command the priests advanced to the middle of the channel and stood there

while the entire host descended and crossed to the farther side. Thus was impressed upon

the minds of all Israel the fact that the power that stayed the waters of Jordan was the same

that had opened the Red Sea to their fathers forty years before. When the people had all

passed over, the ark itself was borne to the western shore. No sooner had it reached a place

of security, and “the soles of the priests’ feet were lifted up unto the dry land,” than the

imprisoned waters, being set free, rushed down, a resistless flood, in the natural channel of

the stream.” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 484.2

Read Joshua 3:6–17. What does the miraculous crossing of the Jordan tell us about the

nature of the God whom we serve?
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Remember

“Coming generations were not to be without a witness to this great miracle. While the priests

bearing the ark were still in the midst of Jordan, twelve men previously chosen, one from

each tribe, took up each a stone from the river bed where the priests were standing, and

carried it over to the western side. These stones were to be set up as a monument in the first

camping place beyond the river. The people were bidden to repeat to their children and

children's children the story of the deliverance that God had wrought for them, as Joshua

said, “That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty: that

ye might fear the Lord your God forever.” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 484.3

“The influence of this miracle, both upon the Hebrews and upon their enemies, was of great

importance. It was an assurance to Israel of God's continued presence and protection—an

evidence that He would work for them through Joshua as He had wrought through Moses.

Such an assurance was needed to strengthen their hearts as they entered upon the

conquest of the land—the stupendous task that had staggered the faith of their fathers forty

years before. The Lord had declared to Joshua before the crossing, “This day will I begin to

magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will

be with thee.” And the result fulfilled the promise. “On that day the Lord magnified Joshua in

the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, as they feared Moses, all the days of his life.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, page 484.4

“This exercise of divine power in behalf of Israel was designed also to increase the fear with

which they were regarded by the surrounding nations, and thus prepare the way for their

easier and complete triumph. When the tidings that God had stayed the waters of Jordan

before the children of Israel, reached the kings of the Amorites and of the Canaanites, their

hearts melted with fear. The Hebrews had already slain the five kings of Midian, the powerful

Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og of Bashan, and now the passage over the swollen and

impetuous Jordan filled all the surrounding nations with terror. To the Canaanites, to all

Israel, and to Joshua himself, unmistakable evidence had been given that the living God, the

King of heaven and earth, was among His people, and that He would not fail them nor

forsake them.” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 485.1

Read Joshua 4. Why did God ask the Israelites to build a memorial?
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Forgetfulness

“Many feel that no blame should be attached to forgetfulness. This is a great mistake.

Forgetfulness is sin. It leads to many blunders and to much disorder and many wrongs.

Things that should be done ought not to be forgotten. The mind must be tasked; it must be

disciplined until it will remember.” Testimonies for the Church Volume 3, page 12 12.1

“In reviewing our past history, having traveled over every step of advance to our present

standing, I can say, Praise God! As I see what the Lord has wrought, I am filled with

astonishment, and with confidence in Christ as leader. We have nothing to fear for the

future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past

history.—Life Sketches of Ellen G. White, 196 (1902).” Last Day Events, page 72.1

“The travels of the children of Israel are faithfully described; the deliverance which the Lord

wrought for them, their perfect organization and special order, their sin in murmuring

against Moses and thus against God, their transgressions, their rebellions, their

punishments, their carcasses strewn in the wilderness because of their unwillingness to

submit to God's wise arrangements,—this faithful picture is hung up before us as a warning

lest we follow their example of disobedience, and fall like them.” Gospel Workers 1892, page

159.2

“Paul says, “God is not the author of confusion, but of peace.” [1 Corinthians 14:33.] He is as

particular now as then. And he designs that we should learn lessons of order and

organization from the perfect order instituted in the days of Moses, for the benefit of the

children of Israel.—Testimonies for the Church 1:647.” Gospel Workers 1892, page 160.1

Read Joshua 4:20–24 in the light of the following verses: Judg. 3:7; Judg. 8:34; Ps. 78:11;

Deut. 8:2, 18; Ps. 45:17. Why was it so important to remember the mighty deeds of the

Lord?

Read 1 Corinthians 11:24, 25 and John 14:26. Why must we always remember what

Christ did for us? What else really matters without it?
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Beyond Jordan

“The Jews, now widely dispersed in all civilized lands, were generally expecting the advent of

the Messiah. When John the Baptist was preaching, many, in their visits to Jerusalem at the

annual feasts, had gone out to the banks of the Jordan to listen to him. There they had heard

Jesus proclaimed as the Promised One, and they had carried the tidings to all parts of the

world. Thus had Providence prepared the way for the labors of the apostles. Acts of the

Apostles, page 281.3

“John proclaimed the coming of the Messiah, and called the people to repentance. As a

symbol of cleansing from sin, he baptized them in the waters of the Jordan. Thus by a

significant object lesson he declared that those who claimed to be the chosen people of God

were defiled by sin, and that without purification of heart and life they could have no part in

the Messiah's kingdom.” The Desire of Ages, page 104.4

After the baptism of Jesus in Jordan He was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, to be

tempted of the devil. When He had come up out of the water, He bowed upon Jordan’s banks

and pleaded with the great Eternal for strength to endure the conflict with the fallen foe. The

opening of the heavens and the descent of the excellent glory attested His divine character.

The voice from the Father declared the close relation of Christ to His Infinite Majesty: “This is

my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” The mission of Christ was soon to begin. But He

must first withdraw from the busy scenes of life to a desolate wilderness for the express

purpose of bearing the threefold test of temptation in behalf of those He had come to

redeem. Confrontation, page 9.1

Read Matthew 3:16, 17 and Mark 1:9. How do these writers of the New Testament imply

a symbolic, spiritual meaning of the Jordan River?
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Further Thought

“When the kings of the Amorites and the kings of the Canaanites heard that the Lord had

stayed the waters of the Jordan before the children of Israel, their hearts melted with fear.

The Israelites had slain two of the kings of Moab, and now this miraculous passage over the

swollen and impetuous Jordan filled all the surrounding nations with great terror. ST April 7,

1881, par. 9

“The long years of wandering were ended; the Hebrew hosts had at last reached the

promised land. In the midst of the general rejoicing, Joshua did not forget the

commandments of the Lord. In accordance with the divine instruction he now performed the

rite of circumcision upon all the people who had been born in the wilderness. After this

ceremony, the hosts of Israel kept the passover in the plain of Jericho. The Signs of the

Times, April 7, 1881, par. 10

“‘And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off

you.’ Heathen nations had reproached the Lord and his people because the Hebrews had

failed to possess the land of Canaan, which they expected to inherit soon after leaving Egypt.

Their enemies had triumphed because Israel had wandered so long in the wilderness, and

they proudly lifted themselves up against God, declaring that he was not able to lead them

into the land of Canaan. The Lord had now signally manifested his power and favor, in

leading his people over Jordan on dry land, and their enemies could no longer reproach

them.” The Signs of the Times, April 7, 1881, par. 11
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