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“It was with great anxiety and self-distrust that Joshua had looked forward to the work before

him; but his fears were removed by the assurance of God, “As I was with Moses, so I will be

with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.... Unto this people shalt thou divide for an

inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.” “Every place that the sole

of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.” To the

heights of Lebanon in the far distance, to the shores of the Great Sea, and away to the banks

of the Euphrates in the east—all was to be theirs.”  Patriarchs and Prophets, page 482.1

“The Israelites were still encamped on the east side of Jordan, which presented the first

barrier to the occupation of Canaan. “Arise,” had been the first message of God to Joshua, “go

over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them.” No

instruction was given as to the way in which they were to make the passage. Joshua knew,

however, that whatever God should command, He would make a way for His people to

perform, and in this faith the intrepid leader at once began his arrangements for an

advance.” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 482.3

Memory Text:

“By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had

received the spies with peace.” KJV — Hebrews 11:31
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Second Chance

“A few miles beyond the river, just opposite the place where the Israelites were encamped,

was the large and strongly fortified city of Jericho. This city was virtually the key to the whole

country, and it would present a formidable obstacle to the success of Israel. Joshua therefore

sent two young men as spies to visit this city and ascertain something as to its population, its

resources, and the strength of its fortifications. The inhabitants of the city, terrified and

suspicious, were constantly on the alert, and the messengers were in great danger. They

were, however, preserved by Rahab, a woman of Jericho, at the peril of her own life. In return

for her kindness they gave her a promise of protection when the city should be taken.

Patriarchs and Prophets, page 482.4

“The spies returned in safety with the tidings, “Truly the Lord hath delivered into our hands

all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us.” It had been

declared to them in Jericho, “We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea

for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that

were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. And as soon as we

had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in

any man, because of you: for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above, and in earth

beneath.” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 483.1

“Orders were now issued to make ready for an advance. The people were to prepare a three

days’ supply of food, and the army was to be put in readiness for battle. All heartily

acquiesced in the plans of their leader and assured him of their confidence and support: ‘All

that thou commandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou sendest us, we will go.

According as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee: only the

Lord thy God be with thee, as He was with Moses.’” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 483.2

“Christ after His resurrection thrice tested Peter. ‘Simon, son of Jonas,’ He said, ‘lovest thou

Me more than these?’ Peter did not now exalt himself above his brethren. He appealed to the

One who could read His heart. ‘Lord,’ he said, ‘Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I

love Thee.’ John 21:15, 17.” Christ’s Object Lessons, page 154.2

“Three times Peter had openly denied his Lord, and three times Jesus drew from him the

assurance of his love and loyalty, pressing home that pointed question, like a barbed arrow

to his wounded heart. Before the assembled disciples Jesus revealed the depth of Peter's

repentance, and showed how thoroughly humbled was the once boasting disciple.” The

Desire of Ages, page 812.2

Read Joshua 2:1, along with Numbers 13:1, 2, 25–28, 33; and Numbers 14:1–12. Why

would Joshua start the mission of conquering the Promised Land by sending out spies?

Read John 18:16–18, 25–27, and John 21:15–19. What parallels do you discover between

the second chance given to Israel as a nation and to Peter as a person?
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Value in Unexpected Places

“Rahab was a harlot who lived on the wall of Jericho. She hid the two Israelite spies sent to

check out the defenses of that city. Because of her kindness to them, and her declaration of

belief in God, the spies promised that the lives of Rahab and her family would be spared

when the attack came on Jericho. Daughters of God, page 35.3

“God had said that the city of Jericho should be accursed, and that all should perish except

Rahab and her household. They should be saved because of the favor that Rahab showed

the messengers of the Lord.—The Review and Herald, September 16, 1873. Daughters of

God, page 36.1

“In the deliverance of Israel from Egypt a knowledge of the power of God spread far and

wide. The warlike people of the stronghold of Jericho trembled. “As soon as we had heard

these things,” said Rahab, “our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in

any man, because of you: for Jehovah your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth

beneath” Joshua 2:11.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 369 (1890). Daughters of God, page 36.2

“All the inhabitants of the city [Jericho], with every living thing that it contained, “both man

and woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass,” were put to the sword. Only faithful

Rahab, with her household, was spared, in fulfillment of the promise of the spies. The city

itself was burned.—Patriarchs and Prophets, 491 (1890). Daughters of God, page 36.3

“See Matthew 1:1-16 for genealogy of Jesus, whose ancestor was Rahab.” Daughters of God,

page 36.4

Read Joshua 2:2–11, Hebrews 11:31, and James 2:25. What do these texts tell us about

Rahab?
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New Allegiance

“Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the

window which thou didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother,

and thy brethren, and all thy father’s household, home unto thee.” KJV — Joshua 2:18

“And she said, According unto your words, so be it. And she sent them away, and they

departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the window.” KJV — Joshua 2:21

“All the inhabitants of the city, with every living thing that it contained, “both man and

woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass,” were put to the sword. Only faithful

Rahab, with her household, was spared, in fulfillment of the promise of the spies. The city

itself was burned; its palaces and temples, its magnificent dwellings with all their luxurious

appointments, the rich draperies and the costly garments, were given to the flames. That

which could not be destroyed by fire, “the silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of

iron,” was to be devoted to the service of the tabernacle. The very site of the city was

accursed; Jericho was never to be rebuilt as a stronghold; judgments were threatened upon

anyone who should presume to restore the walls that divine power had cast down. The

solemn declaration was made in the presence of all Israel, “Cursed be the man before the

Lord, that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof in his

first-born, and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it.” Patriarchs and Prophets,

page 491.3

“The utter destruction of the people of Jericho was but a fulfillment of the commands

previously given through Moses concerning the inhabitants of Canaan: “Thou shalt smite

them, and utterly destroy them.” Deuteronomy 7:2. “Of the cities of these people, ... thou

shalt save alive nothing that breatheth.” Deuteronomy 20:16. To many these commands

seem to be contrary to the spirit of love and mercy enjoined in other portions of the Bible,

but they were in truth the dictates of infinite wisdom and goodness. God was about to

establish Israel in Canaan, to develop among them a nation and government that should be

a manifestation of His kingdom upon the earth. They were not only to be inheritors of the

true religion, but to disseminate its principles throughout the world. The Canaanites had

abandoned themselves to the foulest and most debasing heathenism, and it was necessary

that the land should be cleared of what would so surely prevent the fulfillment of God's

gracious purposes.” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 492.1

“When God was about to smite the first-born of Egypt, He commanded the Israelites to

gather their children from among the Egyptians into their own dwellings and strike their door

posts with blood, that the destroying angel might see it and pass over their homes. It was the

work of parents to gather in their children. This is your work, this is my work, and the work of

every mother who believes the truth. The angel is to place a mark upon the forehead of all

who are separated from sin and sinners, and the destroying angel will follow, to slay utterly

both old and young. Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, page 505.2

Read Joshua 2:12–21 and Exodus 12:13, 22, 23. How do the texts in Exodus help you

understand the agreement between the spies and Rahab?
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Conflicting Values

“And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your

terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. For we

have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of

Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side

Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. And as soon as we had heard these things,

our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you:

for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath. Now therefore, I

pray you, swear unto me by the LORD, since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will also

shew kindness unto my father’s house, and give me a true token: And that ye will save alive

my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, and

deliver our lives from death.” KJV — Joshua 2:9-13

“From Shechem the Israelites returned to their encampment at Gilgal. Here they were soon

after visited by a strange deputation, who desired to enter into treaty with them. The

ambassadors represented that they had come from a distant country, and this seemed to be

confirmed by their appearance. Their clothing was old and worn, their sandals were patched,

their provisions moldy, and the skins that served them for wine bottles were rent and bound

up, as if hastily repaired on the journey. Patriarchs and Prophets, page 505.1

“In their far-off home—professedly beyond the limits of Palestine—their fellow countrymen,

they said, had heard of the wonders which God had wrought for His people, and had sent

them to make a league with Israel. The Hebrews had been specially warned against entering

into any league with the idolaters of Canaan, and a doubt as to the truth of the strangers’

words arose in the minds of the leaders. “Peradventure ye dwell among us,” they said. To this

the ambassadors only replied, “We are thy servants.” But when Joshua directly demanded of

them, “Who are ye? and from whence come ye?” they reiterated their former statement, and

added, in proof of their sincerity, “This our bread we took hot for our provision out of our

houses on the day we came forth to go unto you; but now, behold, it is dry, and it is moldy:

and these bottles of wine, which we filled, were new; and, behold, they be rent: and these

our garments and our shoes are become old by reason of the very long journey.” Patriarchs

and Prophets, page 505.2

“These representations prevailed. The Hebrews “asked not counsel at the mouth of the Lord.

And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with them, to let them live: and the

princes of the congregation sware unto them.” Thus the treaty was entered into. Three days

afterward the truth was discovered. “They heard that they were their neighbors, and that

they dwelt among them.” Knowing that it was impossible to resist the Hebrews, the

Gibeonites had resorted to stratagem to preserve their lives. Patriarchs and Prophets, page

505.3

Read Joshua 9:1–20. What are the similarities and differences between the story of

Rahab and that of the Gibeonites? Why are they meaningful?
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Surprising Grace

“Great was the indignation of the Israelites as they learned the deception that had been

practiced upon them. And this was heightened when, after three days’ journey, they reached

the cities of the Gibeonites, near the center of the land. “All the congregation murmured

against the princes;” but the latter refused to break the treaty, though secured by fraud,

because they had “sworn unto them by the Lord God of Israel.” “And the children of Israel

smote them not.” The Gibeonites had pledged themselves to renounce idolatry, and accept

the worship of Jehovah; and the preservation of their lives was not a violation of God’s

command to destroy the idolatrous Canaanites. Hence the Hebrews had not by their oath

pledged themselves to commit sin. And though the oath had been secured by deception, it

was not to be disregarded. The obligation to which one’s word is pledged—if it do not bind

him to perform a wrong act—should be held sacred. No consideration of gain, of revenge, or

of self-interest can in any way affect the inviolability of an oath or pledge. “Lying lips are

abomination to the Lord.” Proverbs 12:22. He that “shall ascend into the hill of the Lord,” and

“stand in His holy place,” is “he that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.” Psalm 24:3;

15:4.” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 506.1

“The Gibeonites were permitted to live, but were attached as bondmen to the sanctuary, to

perform all menial services. “Joshua made them that day hewers of wood and drawers of

water for the congregation, and for the altar of the Lord.” These conditions they gratefully

accepted, conscious that they had been at fault, and glad to purchase life on any terms.

“Behold, we are in thine hand,” they said to Joshua; “as it seemeth good and right unto thee

to do unto us, do.” For centuries their descendants were connected with the service of the

sanctuary. Patriarchs and Prophets, page 506.2

“The territory of the Gibeonites comprised four cities. The people were not under the rule of

a king, but were governed by elders, or senators. Gibeon, the most important of their towns,

“was a great city, as one of the royal cities,” “and all the men thereof were mighty.” It is a

striking evidence of the terror with which the Israelites had inspired the inhabitants of

Canaan, that the people of such a city should have resorted to so humiliating an expedient to

save their lives. Patriarchs and Prophets, page 506.3

“But it would have fared better with the Gibeonites had they dealt honestly with Israel. While

their submission to Jehovah secured the preservation of their lives, their deception brought

them only disgrace and servitude. God had made provision that all who would renounce

heathenism, and connect themselves with Israel, should share the blessings of the covenant.

They were included under the term, “the stranger that sojourneth among you,” and with few

exceptions this class were to enjoy equal favors and privileges with Israel. The Lord’s

direction was— Patriarchs and Prophets, page 507.1

“‘If a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him. But the stranger that

dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love him as

thyself.’ Leviticus 19:33, 34. Concerning the Passover and the offering of sacrifices it was

commanded, ‘One ordinance shall be both for you of the congregation, and also for the

stranger that sojourneth with you: ... as ye are, so shall the stranger be before the Lord.’

Numbers 15:15.” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 507.2

“Such was the footing on which the Gibeonites might have been received, but for the

deception to which they had resorted. It was no light humiliation to those citizens of a “royal

city,” “all the men whereof were mighty,” to be made hewers of wood and drawers of water

throughout their generations. But they had adopted the garb of poverty for the purpose of

deception, and it was fastened upon them as a badge of perpetual servitude. Thus through

all their generations their servile condition would testify to God’s hatred of falsehood.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, page 507.3

Read Joshua 9:21–27. How did Joshua’s solution combine justice with grace?
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Further Thought

“Leaving their encampment in the acacia groves of Shittim, the host descended to the border

of the Jordan. All knew, however, that without divine aid they could not hope to make the

passage. At this time of the year—in the spring season—the melting snows of the mountains

had so raised the Jordan that the river overflowed its banks, making it impossible to cross at

the usual fording places. God willed that the passage of Israel over Jordan should be

miraculous. Joshua, by divine direction, commanded the people to sanctify themselves; they

must put away their sins and free themselves from all outward impurity; “for tomorrow,” he

said, “the Lord will do wonders among you.” The “ark of the covenant” was to lead the way

before the host. When they should see the token of Jehovah's presence, borne by the priests,

remove from its place in the center of the camp, and advance toward the river, then they

were to remove from their place, “and go after it.” The circumstances of the passage were

minutely foretold; and said Joshua, “Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you,

and that He will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites.... Behold, the ark of

the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan.” Patriarchs and

Prophets, page 483.3

At the appointed time began the onward movement, the ark, borne upon the shoulders of

the priests, leading the van. The people had been directed to fall back, so that there was a

vacant space of more than half a mile about the ark. All watched with deep interest as the

priests advanced down the bank of the Jordan. They saw them with the sacred ark move

steadily forward toward the angry, surging stream, till the feet of the bearers were dipped

into the waters. Then suddenly the tide above was swept back, while the current below

flowed on, and the bed of the river was laid bare. Patriarchs and Prophets, page 484.1

At the divine command the priests advanced to the middle of the channel and stood there

while the entire host descended and crossed to the farther side. Thus was impressed upon

the minds of all Israel the fact that the power that stayed the waters of Jordan was the same

that had opened the Red Sea to their fathers forty years before. When the people had all

passed over, the ark itself was borne to the western shore. No sooner had it reached a place

of security, and “the soles of the priests’ feet were lifted up unto the dry land,” than the

imprisoned waters, being set free, rushed down, a resistless flood, in the natural channel of

the stream. Patriarchs and Prophets, page 484.2

Coming generations were not to be without a witness to this great miracle. While the priests

bearing the ark were still in the midst of Jordan, twelve men previously chosen, one from

each tribe, took up each a stone from the river bed where the priests were standing, and

carried it over to the western side. These stones were to be set up as a monument in the first

camping place beyond the river. The people were bidden to repeat to their children and

children's children the story of the deliverance that God had wrought for them, as Joshua

said, “That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty: that

ye might fear the Lord your God forever.” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 484.3

The influence of this miracle, both upon the Hebrews and upon their enemies, was of great

importance. It was an assurance to Israel of God's continued presence and protection—an

evidence that He would work for them through Joshua as He had wrought through Moses.

Such an assurance was needed to strengthen their hearts as they entered upon the

conquest of the land—the stupendous task that had staggered the faith of their fathers forty

years before. The Lord had declared to Joshua before the crossing, “This day will I begin to

magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will

be with thee.” And the result fulfilled the promise. “On that day the Lord magnified Joshua in

the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, as they feared Moses, all the days of his life.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, page 484.4
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