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“The sanctuary in heaven, in which Jesus ministers in our behalf, is the great original, of

which the sanctuary built by Moses was a copy. God placed His Spirit upon the builders of

the earthly sanctuary. The artistic skill displayed in its construction was a manifestation of

divine wisdom. The walls had the appearance of massive gold, reflecting in every direction

the light of the seven lamps of the golden candlestick. The table of shewbread and the altar

of incense glittered like burnished gold. The gorgeous curtain which formed the ceiling,

inwrought with figures of angels in blue and purple and scarlet, added to the beauty of the

scene. And beyond the second veil was the holy Shekinah, the visible manifestation of God's

glory, before which none but the high priest could enter and live. GC 414.1

“The matchless splendor of the earthly tabernacle reflected to human vision the glories of

that heavenly temple where Christ our forerunner ministers for us before the throne of God.

The abiding place of the King of kings, where thousand thousands minister unto Him, and

ten thousand times ten thousand stand before Him (Daniel 7:10); that temple, filled with the

glory of the eternal throne, where seraphim, its shining guardians, veil their faces in

adoration, could find, in the most magnificent structure ever reared by human hands, but a

faint reflection of its vastness and glory. Yet important truths concerning the heavenly

sanctuary and the great work there carried forward for man's redemption were taught by

the earthly sanctuary and its services. GC 414.2

“The holy places of the sanctuary in heaven are represented by the two apartments in the

sanctuary on earth. As in vision the apostle John was granted a view of the temple of God in

heaven, he beheld there “seven lamps of fire burning before the throne.” Revelation 4:5. He

saw an angel “having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he

should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the

throne.” Revelation 8:3. Here the prophet was permitted to behold the first apartment of the

sanctuary in heaven; and he saw there the “seven lamps of fire” and “the golden altar,”

represented by the golden candlestick and the altar of incense in the sanctuary on earth.

Again, “the temple of God was opened” (Revelation 11:19), and he looked within the inner

veil, upon the holy of holies. Here he beheld “the ark of His testament,” represented by the

sacred chest constructed by Moses to contain the law of God.” GC 414.3

Memory Text:

“Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the LORD filled

the tabernacle…For the cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire

was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.

KJV — Exodus 40:34, 38
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The Sabbath of the Lord

“‘This is that which the Lord hath said, Tomorrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the

Lord: bake that which ye will bake today, and seethe that ye will seethe; and that which

remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the morning.’ They did so, and found that it

remained unchanged. “And Moses said, Eat that today; for today is a Sabbath unto the Lord:

today ye shall not find it in the field. Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day, which

is the Sabbath, in it there shall be none.” PP 295.3

“God requires that His holy day be as sacredly observed now as in the time of Israel. The

command given to the Hebrews should be regarded by all Christians as an injunction from

Jehovah to them. The day before the Sabbath should be made a day of preparation, that

everything may be in readiness for its sacred hours. In no case should our own business be

allowed to encroach upon holy time. God has directed that the sick and suffering be cared

for; the labor required to make them comfortable is a work of mercy, and no violation of the

Sabbath; but all unnecessary work should be avoided. Many carelessly put off till the

beginning of the Sabbath little things that might have been done on the day of preparation.

This should not be. Work that is neglected until the beginning of the Sabbath should remain

undone until it is past. This course might help the memory of these thoughtless ones, and

make them careful to do their own work on the six working days.” PP 296.1

“By causing men to violate the second commandment, Satan aimed to degrade their

conceptions of the Divine Being. By setting aside the fourth, he would cause them to forget

God altogether. God's claim to reverence and worship, above the gods of the heathen, is

based upon the fact that He is the Creator, and that to Him all other beings owe their

existence…The Sabbath, as a memorial of God's creative power, points to Him as the maker

of the heavens and the earth. Hence it is a constant witness to His existence and a reminder

of His greatness, His wisdom, and His love. Had the Sabbath always been sacredly observed,

there could never have been an atheist or an idolater. PP 336.1

The Sabbath institution, which originated in Eden, is as old as the world itself. It was

observed by all the patriarchs, from creation down. During the bondage in Egypt, the

Israelites were forced by their taskmasters to violate the Sabbath, and to a great extent they

lost the knowledge of its sacredness. When the law was proclaimed at Sinai the very first

words of the fourth commandment were, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy”—

showing that the Sabbath was not then instituted; we are pointed back for its origin to

creation. In order to obliterate God from the minds of men, Satan aimed to tear down this

great memorial. If men could be led to forget their Creator, they would make no effort to

resist the power of evil, and Satan would be sure of his prey. PP 336.2

Read Exodus 35:1–3. What truth was reiterated to the people here in the context of the

building of the sanctuary?
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Offerings and the Spirit

“For the building of the sanctuary great and expensive preparations were necessary; a large

amount of the most precious and costly material was required; yet the Lord accepted only

freewill offerings. “Of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take My

offering” was the divine command repeated by Moses to the congregation. Devotion to God

and a spirit of sacrifice were the first requisites in preparing a dwelling place for the Most

High. PP 343.3

“All the people responded with one accord. “They came, every one whose heart stirred him

up, and every one whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the Lord's offering to the

work of the tabernacle of the congregation, and for all His service, and for the holy garments.

And they came, both men and women, as many as were willinghearted, and brought

bracelets, and earrings, and rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every man that offered,

offered an offering of gold unto the Lord.” PP 344.1

“‘And every man with whom was found blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and

goats’ hair, and rams’ skins dyed red, and sealskins, brought them. Everyone that did offer an

offering of silver and brass brought the Lord's offering: and every man, with whom was

found acacia wood for any work of the service, brought it. PP 344.2

“‘And all the women that were wisehearted did spin with their hands, and brought that which

they had spun, the blue, and the purple, the scarlet, and the fine linen. And all the women

whose heart stirred them up in wisdom spun the goats’ hair. PP 344.3

“‘And the rulers brought the onyx stones, and the stones to be set, for the ephod, and for the

breastplate; and the spice, and the oil; for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the

sweet incense.’ Exodus 35:23-28, R.V. PP 344.4

“While the building of the sanctuary was in progress the people, old and young—men,

women, and children—continued to bring their offerings, until those in charge of the work

found that they had enough, and even more than could be used. And Moses caused to be

proclaimed throughout the camp, “Let neither man nor woman make any more work for the

offering of the sanctuary. So the people were restrained from bringing.” The murmurings of

the Israelites and the visitations of God's judgments because of their sins are recorded as a

warning to after-generations. And their devotion, their zeal and liberality, are an example

worthy of imitation. All who love the worship of God and prize the blessing of His sacred

presence will manifest the same spirit of sacrifice in preparing a house where He may meet

with them. They will desire to bring to the Lord an offering of the very best that they possess.

A house built for God should not be left in debt, for He is thereby dishonored. An amount

sufficient to accomplish the work should be freely given, that the workmen may be able to

say, as did the builders of the tabernacle, ‘Bring no more offerings.’” PP 344.5

Read Exodus 35:4–36:7. What important lessons are here for us today?
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The Tabernacle Built

“‘Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them’ (Exodus 25:8), was the

direction given to Moses while in the mount with God. The Israelites were journeying

through the wilderness, and the tabernacle was so constructed that it could be removed

from place to place; yet it was a structure of great magnificence. Its walls consisted of upright

boards heavily plated with gold and set in sockets of silver, while the roof was formed of a

series of curtains, or coverings, the outer of skins, the innermost of fine linen beautifully

wrought with figures of cherubim. Besides the outer court, which contained the altar of

burnt offering, the tabernacle itself consisted of two apartments called the holy and the most

holy place, separated by a rich and beautiful curtain, or veil; a similar veil closed the entrance

to the first apartment. GC 411.2

“In the holy place was the candlestick, on the south, with its seven lamps giving light to the

sanctuary both by day and by night; on the north stood the table of shewbread; and before

the veil separating the holy from the most holy was the golden altar of incense, from which

the cloud of fragrance, with the prayers of Israel, was daily ascending before God. GC 412.1

“In the most holy place stood the ark, a chest of precious wood overlaid with gold, the

depository of the two tables of stone upon which God had inscribed the law of Ten

Commandments. Above the ark, and forming the cover to the sacred chest, was the mercy

seat, a magnificent piece of workmanship, surmounted by two cherubim, one at each end,

and all wrought of solid gold. In this apartment the divine presence was manifested in the

cloud of glory between the cherubim.” GC 412.2

“The ministration of the earthly sanctuary consisted of two divisions; the priests ministered

daily in the holy place, while once a year the high priest performed a special work of

atonement in the most holy, for the cleansing of the sanctuary. Day by day the repentant

sinner brought his offering to the door of the tabernacle and, placing his hand upon the

victim's head, confessed his sins, thus in figure transferring them from himself to the

innocent sacrifice. The animal was then slain. “Without shedding of blood,” says the apostle,

there is no remission of sin. “The life of the flesh is in the blood.” Leviticus 17:11. The broken

law of God demanded the life of the transgressor. The blood, representing the forfeited life

of the sinner, whose guilt the victim bore, was carried by the priest into the holy place and

sprinkled before the veil, behind which was the ark containing the law that the sinner had

transgressed. By this ceremony the sin was, through the blood, transferred in figure to the

sanctuary. In some cases the blood was not taken into the holy place; but the flesh was then

to be eaten by the priest, as Moses directed the sons of Aaron, saying: “God hath given it you

to bear the iniquity of the congregation.” Leviticus 10:17. Both ceremonies alike symbolized

the transfer of the sin from the penitent to the sanctuary. GC 418.1

“Such was the work that went on, day by day, throughout the year. The sins of Israel were

thus transferred to the sanctuary, and a special work became necessary for their removal.

God commanded that an atonement be made for each of the sacred apartments. “He shall

make an atonement for the holy place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel,

and because of their transgressions in all their sins: and so shall he do for the tabernacle of

the congregation, that remaineth among them in the midst of their uncleanness.” An

atonement was also to be made for the altar, to “cleanse it, and hallow it from the

uncleanness of the children of Israel.” Leviticus 16:16, 19. GC 418.2

“Once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, the priest entered the most holy place for the

cleansing of the sanctuary. The work there performed completed the yearly round of

ministration. On the Day of Atonement two kids of the goats were brought to the door of the

tabernacle, and lots were cast upon them, “one lot for the Lord, and the other lot for the

scapegoat.” Verse 8. The goat upon which fell the lot for the Lord was to be slain as a sin

offering for the people. And the priest was to bring his blood within the veil and sprinkle it

upon the mercy seat and before the mercy seat. The blood was also to be sprinkled upon the

altar of incense that was before the veil. GC 419.1

“‘And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all

the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting

them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the

wilderness: and the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited.’

Verses 21, 22. The scapegoat came no more into the camp of Israel, and the man who led

him away was required to wash himself and his clothing with water before returning to the

camp.” GC 419.2

Read through Exodus 36:8–39:31. Why do you think such explicit instructions were

given? What does this teach us about how God cares about every detail?
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God’s Presence in the Tabernacle

“A period of about half a year was occupied in the building of the tabernacle. When it was

completed, Moses examined all the work of the builders, comparing it with the pattern

shown him in the mount and the directions he had received from God. “As the Lord had

commanded, even so had they done it: and Moses blessed them.” With eager interest the

multitudes of Israel crowded around to look upon the sacred structure. While they were

contemplating the scene with reverent satisfaction, the pillar of cloud floated over the

sanctuary and, descending, enveloped it. “And the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.”

There was a revealing of the divine majesty, and for a time even Moses could not enter. With

deep emotion the people beheld the token that the work of their hands was accepted. There

were no loud demonstrations of rejoicing. A solemn awe rested upon all. But the gladness of

their hearts welled up in tears of joy, and they murmured low, earnest words of gratitude

that God had condescended to abide with them.” PP 349.4

“Moses made the earthly sanctuary, “according to the fashion that he had seen.” Paul

declares that “the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry,” when completed, were “the

patterns of things in the heavens.” Acts 7:44; Hebrews 9:21, 23. And John says that he saw

the sanctuary in heaven. That sanctuary, in which Jesus ministers in our behalf, is the great

original, of which the sanctuary built by Moses was a copy. PP 357.1

“The heavenly temple, the abiding place of the King of kings, where “thousand thousands

ministered unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him” (Daniel 7:10),

that temple filled with the glory of the eternal throne, where seraphim, its shining guardians,

veil their faces in adoration—no earthly structure could represent its vastness and its glory.

Yet important truths concerning the heavenly sanctuary and the great work there carried

forward for man's redemption were to be taught by the earthly sanctuary and its services.”

PP 357.2

Read Exodus 40:1–38. How did the Israelites discern God’s presence?
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Jesus Tabernacled with Humanity

“God commanded Moses for Israel, “Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among

them” (Exodus 25:8), and He abode in the sanctuary, in the midst of His people. Through all

their weary wandering in the desert, the symbol of His presence was with them. So Christ set

up His tabernacle in the midst of our human encampment. He pitched His tent by the side of

the tents of men, that He might dwell among us, and make us familiar with His divine

character and life. “The Word became flesh, and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His

glory, glory as of the Only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and truth.” John 1:14, R. V.,

margin. DA 23.3

“Since Jesus came to dwell with us, we know that God is acquainted with our trials, and

sympathizes with our griefs. Every son and daughter of Adam may understand that our

Creator is the friend of sinners. For in every doctrine of grace, every promise of joy, every

deed of love, every divine attraction presented in the Saviour's life on earth, we see “God

with us.” DA 24.1

“‘And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were

passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,

coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I

heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he

will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and

be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more

death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things

are passed away.’ This is the company with whom we desire to stand. Then let us show it by

our works, and remove from our hearts everything that will shut out Jesus. The latter rain is

to fall upon the people of God. A mighty angel is to come down from heaven, and the whole

earth is to be lighted with his glory. Are we ready to take part in the glorious work of the third

angel? Are our vessels ready to receive the heavenly dew? Have we defilement and sin in the

heart? If so, let us cleanse the soul temple, and prepare for the showers of the latter rain.

The refreshing from the presence of the Lord will never come to hearts filled with impurity.

May God help us to die to self, that Christ, the hope of glory, may be formed within! I must

have the Spirit of God in my heart. I can never go forward to do the great work of God, unless

the Holy Spirit rests upon my soul. “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth

my soul after thee, O God.” The day of judgment is upon us. O that we may wash our robes

of character, and make them white in the blood of the Lamb! RH April 21, 1891, par. 11

Read John 1:14. How is Christ’s incarnation compared to the tabernacle?

Read Revelation 21:1–3. What is presented to us here?
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Further Thought

“In the great day of final award, the dead are to be “judged out of those things which were

written in the books, according to their works.” Revelation 20:12. Then by virtue of the

atoning blood of Christ, the sins of all the truly penitent will be blotted from the books of

heaven. Thus the sanctuary will be freed, or cleansed, from the record of sin. In the type, this

great work of atonement, or blotting out of sins, was represented by the services of the Day

of Atonement—the cleansing of the earthly sanctuary, which was accomplished by the

removal, by virtue of the blood of the sin offering, of the sins by which it had been polluted.

PP 357.6

“As in the final atonement the sins of the truly penitent are to be blotted from the records of

heaven, no more to be remembered or come into mind, so in the type they were borne away

into the wilderness, forever separated from the congregation. PP 358.1

“Since Satan is the originator of sin, the direct instigator of all the sins that caused the death

of the Son of God, justice demands that Satan shall suffer the final punishment. Christ's work

for the redemption of men and the purification of the universe from sin will be closed by the

removal of sin from the heavenly sanctuary and the placing of these sins upon Satan, who

will bear the final penalty. So in the typical service, the yearly round of ministration closed

with the purification of the sanctuary, and the confessing of the sins on the head of the

scapegoat. PP 358.2

“Thus in the ministration of the tabernacle, and of the temple that afterward took its place,

the people were taught each day the great truths relative to Christ's death and ministration,

and once each year their minds were carried forward to the closing events of the great

controversy between Christ and Satan, the final purification of the universe from sin and

sinners.” PP 358.3
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