
Teaching Disciples: Part 1
Lesson 7, 3rd Quarter August 10-16, 2024.
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“From the chosen companions of His ministry the scenes that lay before Him

were as yet hidden; but the time was near when they must behold His

agony. They must see Him whom they had loved and trusted, delivered into

the hands of His enemies, and hung upon the cross of Calvary. Soon He

must leave them to face the world without the comfort of His visible

presence. He knew how bitter hate and unbelief would persecute them, and

He desired to prepare them for their trials.” DA 410.3

“He was about to tell them of the suffering that awaited Him. But first He

went away alone, and prayed that their hearts might be prepared to receive

His words. Upon joining them, He did not at once communicate that which

He desired to impart. Before doing this, He gave them an opportunity of

confessing their faith in Him that they might be strengthened for the coming

trial. He asked, ‘Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?’” DA 411.2

“Jesus now put a second question, relating to the disciples themselves: ‘But

whom say ye that I am?’ Peter answered, ‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the

living God.’” DA 411.4

“Jesus answered Peter, saying, ‘Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh

and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven.’”

DA 412.2

“After Peter's confession, Jesus charged the disciples to tell no man that He

was the Christ. This charge was given because of the determined opposition

of the scribes and Pharisees. More than this, the people, and even the

disciples, had so false a conception of the Messiah that a public

announcement of Him would give them no true idea of His character or His

work. But day by day He was revealing Himself to them as the Saviour, and

thus He desired to give them a true conception of Him as the Messiah.” DA

414.4

Memory Text:

“And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also,

he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny

himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” KJV — Mark 8:34
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Seeing Clearly

“‘As Jesus passed by, He saw a man which was blind from his birth. And His

disciples asked Him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents,

that he was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor

his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him....

When He had thus spoken, He spat on the ground, and made clay of the

spittle, and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, and said

unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent).

He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.’” DA 470.3

“The belief of the Jews in regard to the relation of sin and suffering was held

by Christ's disciples. While Jesus corrected their error, He did not explain the

cause of the man's affliction, but told them what would be the result.

Because of it the works of God would be made manifest. “As long as I am in

the world,” He said, “I am the light of the world.” Then having anointed the

eyes of the blind man, He sent him to wash in the pool of Siloam, and the

man's sight was restored. Thus Jesus answered the question of the disciples

in a practical way, as He usually answered questions put to Him from

curiosity. The disciples were not called upon to discuss the question as to

who had sinned or had not sinned, but to understand the power and mercy

of God in giving sight to the blind. It was evident that there was no healing

virtue in the clay, or in the pool wherein the blind man was sent to wash, but

that the virtue was in Christ. DA 471.4

“The Pharisees could not but be astonished at the cure. Yet they were more

than ever filled with hatred; for the miracle had been performed on the

Sabbath day. DA 471.5

“The neighbors of the young man, and those who knew him before in his

blindness, said, “Is not this he that sat and begged?” They looked upon him

with doubt; for when his eyes were opened, his countenance was changed

and brightened, and he appeared like another man. From one to another

the question passed. Some said, “This is he;” others, “‘He is like him.’ But he

who had received the great blessing settled the question by saying, ‘I am he.’

He then told them of Jesus, and by what means he had been healed, and

they inquired, ‘Where is He? He said, I know not.’” DA 471.6

Read Mark 8:22-30. Why did it take Jesus two touches to heal the blind

man, and what lessons came out of this account?
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The Cost of Discipleship

“‘From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He

must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief

priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.’ DA

415.2

“Speechless with grief and amazement, the disciples listened. Christ had

accepted Peter's acknowledgment of Him as the Son of God; and now His

words pointing to His suffering and death seemed incomprehensible. Peter

could not keep silent. He laid hold upon his Master, as if to draw Him back

from His impending doom, exclaiming, ‘Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall

not be unto Thee.’” DA 415.3

“Satan was trying to discourage Jesus, and turn Him from His mission; and

Peter, in his blind love, was giving voice to the temptation. The prince of evil

was the author of the thought. His instigation was behind that impulsive

appeal. In the wilderness, Satan had offered Christ the dominion of the

world on condition of forsaking the path of humiliation and sacrifice. Now

he was presenting the same temptation to the disciple of Christ. He was

seeking to fix Peter's gaze upon the earthly glory, that he might not behold

the cross to which Jesus desired to turn his eyes. And through Peter, Satan

was again pressing the temptation upon Jesus. But the Saviour heeded it

not; His thought was for His disciple. Satan had interposed between Peter

and his Master, that the heart of the disciple might not be touched at the

vision of Christ's humiliation for him. The words of Christ were spoken, not

to Peter, but to the one who was trying to separate him from his Redeemer.

“Get thee behind Me, Satan.” No longer interpose between Me and My

erring servant. Let Me come face to face with Peter, that I may reveal to him

the mystery of My love. DA 416.1

“It was to Peter a bitter lesson, and one which he learned but slowly, that the

path of Christ on earth lay through agony and humiliation. The disciple

shrank from fellowship with his Lord in suffering. But in the heat of the

furnace fire he was to learn its blessing. Long afterward, when his active

form was bowed with the burden of years and labors, he wrote, “Beloved,

think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though

some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are

partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye

may be glad also with exceeding joy.” 1 Peter 4:12, 13. DA 416.2

“Jesus now explained to His disciples that His own life of self-abnegation was

an example of what theirs should be. Calling about Him, with the disciples,

the people who had been lingering near, He said, “If any man will come after

Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” The

cross was associated with the power of Rome. It was the instrument of the

most cruel and humiliating form of death. The lowest criminals were

required to bear the cross to the place of execution; and often as it was

about to be laid upon their shoulders, they resisted with desperate violence,

until they were overpowered, and the instrument of torture was bound

upon them. But Jesus bade His followers take up the cross and bear it after

Him. To the disciples His words, though dimly comprehended, pointed to

their submission to the most bitter humiliation,—submission even unto

death for the sake of Christ. No more complete self-surrender could the

Saviour's words have pictured. But all this He had accepted for them. Jesus

did not count heaven a place to be desired while we were lost. He left the

heavenly courts for a life of reproach and insult, and a death of shame. He

who was rich in heaven's priceless treasure, became poor, that through His

poverty we might be rich. We are to follow in the path He trod. DA 416.3

“Love for souls for whom Christ died means crucifixion of self. He who is a

child of God should henceforth look upon himself as a link in the chain let

down to save the world, one with Christ in His plan of mercy, going forth

with Him to seek and save the lost. The Christian is ever to realize that he

has consecrated himself to God, and that in character he is to reveal Christ

to the world. The self-sacrifice, the sympathy, the love, manifested in the life

of Christ are to reappear in the life of the worker for God. DA 417.1

“‘Whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for

My sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.’ Selfishness is death. No

organ of the body could live should it confine its service to itself. The heart,

failing to send its lifeblood to the hand and the head, would quickly lose its

power. As our lifeblood, so is the love of Christ diffused through every part

of His mystical body. We are members one of another, and the soul that

refuses to impart will perish. And “what is a man profited,” said Jesus, ‘if he

shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give

in exchange for his soul?’” DA 417.2

Read Mark 8:31-38. What does Jesus teach here about the cost of

following Christ?
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The Mountain and the Multitude

“Evening is drawing on as Jesus calls to His side three of His disciples, Peter,

James, and John, and leads them across the fields, and far up a rugged path,

to a lonely mountainside. The Saviour and His disciples have spent the day

in traveling and teaching, and the mountain climb adds to their weariness.

Christ has lifted burdens from mind and body of many sufferers; He has

sent the thrill of life through their enfeebled frames; but He also is

compassed with humanity, and with His disciples He is wearied with the

ascent.” DA 419.1

“Presently Christ tells them that they are now to go no farther. Stepping a

little aside from them, the Man of Sorrows pours out His supplications with

strong crying and tears. He prays for strength to endure the test in behalf of

humanity. He must Himself gain a fresh hold on Omnipotence, for only thus

can He contemplate the future. And He pours out His heart longings for His

disciples, that in the hour of the power of darkness their faith may not fail.

The dew is heavy upon His bowed form, but He heeds it not. The shadows of

night gather thickly about Him, but He regards not their gloom. So the hours

pass slowly by. At first the disciples unite their prayers with His in sincere

devotion; but after a time they are overcome with weariness, and, even

while trying to retain their interest in the scene, they fall asleep. Jesus has

told them of His sufferings; He has taken them with Him that they might

unite with Him in prayer; even now He is praying for them. The Saviour has

seen the gloom of His disciples, and has longed to lighten their grief by an

assurance that their faith has not been in vain. Not all, even of the twelve,

can receive the revelation He desires to give. Only the three who are to

witness His anguish in Gethsemane have been chosen to be with Him on the

mount. Now the burden of His prayer is that they may be given a

manifestation of the glory He had with the Father before the world was, that

His kingdom may be revealed to human eyes, and that His disciples may be

strengthened to behold it. He pleads that they may witness a manifestation

of His divinity that will comfort them in the hour of His supreme agony with

the knowledge that He is of a surety the Son of God and that His shameful

death is a part of the plan of redemption.” DA 419.4

“His prayer is heard. While He is bowed in lowliness upon the stony ground,

suddenly the heavens open, the golden gates of the city of God are thrown

wide, and holy radiance descends upon the mount, enshrouding the

Saviour's form. Divinity from within flashes through humanity, and meets

the glory coming from above. Arising from His prostrate position, Christ

stands in godlike majesty. The soul agony is gone. His countenance now

shines “as the sun,” and His garments are “white as the light.” DA 421.1

The disciples, awaking, behold the flood of glory that illuminates the mount.

In fear and amazement they gaze upon the radiant form of their Master. As

they become able to endure the wondrous light, they see that Jesus is not

alone. Beside Him are two heavenly beings, in close converse with Him. They

are Moses, who upon Sinai had talked with God; and Elijah, to whom the

high privilege was given—granted to but one other of the sons of Adam—

never to come under the power of death. DA 421.2

“Jesus was clothed with the light of heaven, as He will appear when He shall

come ‘the second time without sin unto salvation.’ For He will come “in the

glory of His Father with the holy angels.” Hebrews 9:28; Mark 8:38. The

Saviour's promise to the disciples was now fulfilled. Upon the mount the

future kingdom of glory was represented in miniature,—Christ the King,

Moses a representative of the risen saints, and Elijah of the translated ones.

DA 421.4

“The disciples do not yet comprehend the scene; but they rejoice that the

patient Teacher, the meek and lowly One, who has wandered to and fro a

helpless stranger, is honored by the favored ones of heaven. They believe

that Elijah has come to announce the Messiah's reign, and that the kingdom

of Christ is about to be set up on the earth. The memory of their fear and

disappointment they would banish forever. Here, where the glory of God is

revealed, they long to tarry. Peter exclaims, “Master, it is good for us to be

here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses,

and one for Elias.” The disciples are confident that Moses and Elijah have

been sent to protect their Master, and to establish His authority as king.” DA

422.1

Read Mark 9:1-13. What did Peter, James, and John see one night with

Jesus?
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Who is the Greatest?

“On the journey through Galilee, Christ had again tried to prepare the minds

of His disciples for the scenes before Him. He told them that He was to go

up to Jerusalem to be put to death and to rise again. And He added the

strange and solemn announcement that He was to be betrayed into the

hands of His enemies. The disciples did not even now comprehend His

words. Although the shadow of a great sorrow fell upon them, a spirit of

rivalry found a place in their hearts. They disputed among themselves which

should be accounted greatest in the kingdom. This strife they thought to

conceal from Jesus, and they did not, as usual, press close to His side, but

loitered behind, so that He was in advance of them as they entered

Capernaum. Jesus read their thoughts, and He longed to counsel and

instruct them. But for this He awaited a quiet hour, when their hearts should

be open to receive His words.” DA 432.2

“When Christ and the disciples were alone in the house, while Peter was

gone to the sea, Jesus called the others to Him, and asked, “What was it that

ye disputed among yourselves by the way?” The presence of Jesus, and His

question, put the matter in an entirely different light from that in which it

had appeared to them while they were contending by the way. Shame and

self-condemnation kept them silent. Jesus had told them that He was to die

for their sake, and their selfish ambition was in painful contrast to His

unselfish love. DA 434.5

“When Jesus told them that He was to be put to death and to rise again, He

was trying to draw them into conversation in regard to the great test of their

faith. Had they been ready to receive what He desired to make known to

them, they would have been saved bitter anguish and despair. His words

would have brought consolation in the hour of bereavement and

disappointment. But although He had spoken so plainly of what awaited

Him, His mention of the fact that He was soon to go to Jerusalem again

kindled their hope that the kingdom was about to be set up. This had led to

questioning as to who should fill the highest offices. On Peter's return from

the sea, the disciples told him of the Saviour's question, and at last one

ventured to ask Jesus, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” DA

435.1

“The Saviour gathered His disciples about Him, and said to them, “If any man

desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.” There was

in these words a solemnity and impressiveness which the disciples were far

from comprehending. That which Christ discerned they could not see. They

did not understand the nature of Christ's kingdom, and this ignorance was

the apparent cause of their contention. But the real cause lay deeper. By

explaining the nature of the kingdom, Christ might for the time have quelled

their strife; but this would not have touched the underlying cause. Even after

they had received the fullest knowledge, any question of precedence might

have renewed the trouble. Thus disaster would have been brought to the

church after Christ's departure. The strife for the highest place was the

outworking of that same spirit which was the beginning of the great

controversy in the worlds above, and which had brought Christ from heaven

to die. There rose up before Him a vision of Lucifer, the “son of the

morning,” in glory surpassing all the angels that surround the throne, and

united in closest ties to the Son of God. Lucifer had said, “I will be like the

Most High” (Isaiah 14:12, 14); and the desire for self-exaltation had brought

strife into the heavenly courts, and had banished a multitude of the hosts of

God. Had Lucifer really desired to be like the Most High, he would never

have deserted his appointed place in heaven; for the spirit of the Most High

is manifested in unselfish ministry. Lucifer desired God's power, but not His

character. He sought for himself the highest place, and every being who is

actuated by his spirit will do the same. Thus alienation, discord, and strife

will be inevitable. Dominion becomes the prize of the strongest. The

kingdom of Satan is a kingdom of force; every individual regards every other

as an obstacle in the way of his own advancement, or a steppingstone on

which he himself may climb to a higher place.” DA 435.2

“Very tenderly, yet with solemn emphasis, Jesus tried to correct the evil. He

showed what is the principle that bears sway in the kingdom of heaven, and

in what true greatness consists, as estimated by the standard of the courts

above. Those who were actuated by pride and love of distinction were

thinking of themselves, and of the rewards they were to have, rather than

how they were to render back to God the gifts they had received. They

would have no place in the kingdom of heaven, for they were identified with

the ranks of Satan. DA 436.2

“Before honor is humility. To fill a high place before men, Heaven chooses

the worker who, like John the Baptist, takes a lowly place before God. The

most childlike disciple is the most efficient in labor for God. The heavenly

intelligences can co-operate with him who is seeking, not to exalt self, but to

save souls. He who feels most deeply his need of divine aid will plead for it;

and the Holy Spirit will give unto him glimpses of Jesus that will strengthen

and uplift the soul. From communion with Christ he will go forth to work for

those who are perishing in their sins. He is anointed for his mission; and he

succeeds where many of the learned and intellectually wise would fail.” DA

436.3

Read Mark 9:30-41. What is different about Jesus’ second prediction

about His death and resurrection (compare with Mark 8:31)? Also, what

do the disciples argue about, and what instruction does Jesus give?
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The Healthy Man in Hell

 “It was not enough for the disciples of Jesus to be instructed as to the

nature of His kingdom. What they needed was a change of heart that would

bring them into harmony with its principles. Calling a little child to Him, Jesus

set him in the midst of them; then tenderly folding the little one in His arms

He said, “Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not

enter into the kingdom of heaven.” The simplicity, the self-forgetfulness, and

the confiding love of a little child are the attributes that Heaven values.

These are the characteristics of real greatness.” DA 437.1

“The Saviour's words awakened in the disciples a feeling of self-distrust. No

one had been specially pointed out in the reply; but John was led to question

whether in one case his action had been right. With the spirit of a child he

laid the matter before Jesus. “Master,” he said, “we saw one casting out

devils in Thy name, and he followeth not us: and we forbade him, because

he followeth not us.” DA 437.5

“James and John had thought that in checking this man they had had in view

their Lord's honor; they began to see that they were jealous for their own.

They acknowledged their error, and accepted the reproof of Jesus, “Forbid

him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in My name, that can

lightly speak evil of Me.” None who showed themselves in any way friendly

to Christ were to be repulsed. There were many who had been deeply

moved by the character and the work of Christ, and whose hearts were

opening to Him in faith; and the disciples, who could not read motives, must

be careful not to discourage these souls. When Jesus was no longer

personally among them, and the work was left in their hands, they must not

indulge a narrow, exclusive spirit, but manifest the same far-reaching

sympathy which they had seen in their Master. DA 437.6

“The fact that one does not in all things conform to our personal ideas or

opinions will not justify us in forbidding him to labor for God. Christ is the

Great Teacher; we are not to judge or to command, but in humility each is to

sit at the feet of Jesus, and learn of Him. Every soul whom God has made

willing is a channel through which Christ will reveal His pardoning love. How

careful we should be lest we discourage one of God's light bearers, and thus

intercept the rays that He would have shine to the world! DA 438.1

“Harshness or coldness shown by a disciple toward one whom Christ was

drawing—such an act as that of John in forbidding one to work miracles in

Christ's name—might result in turning the feet into the path of the enemy,

and causing the loss of a soul. Rather than for one to do this, said Jesus, “it is

better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were

cast into the sea.” And He added, “If thy hand cause thee to stumble, cut it

Read Mark 9:42-50. What ties the teachings of Jesus together in this

passage?
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cast into the sea.” And He added, “If thy hand cause thee to stumble, cut it

off: it is good for thee to enter into life maimed, rather than having thy two

hands to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire. And if thy foot cause thee

to stumble, cut it off: it is good for thee to enter into life halt, rather than

having thy two feet to be cast into hell.” Mark 9:43-45, R. V. DA 438.2

“Why this earnest language, than which none can be stronger? Because “the

Son of man is come to save that which was lost.” Shall His disciples show

less regard for the souls of their fellow men than the Majesty of heaven has

shown? Every soul has cost an infinite price, and how terrible is the sin of

turning one soul away from Christ, so that for him the Saviour's love and

humiliation and agony shall have been in vain.” DA 438.3
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Further Thought

When you therefore make the Kingdom of God your chief interest, then you

will most surely find yourself in the right place at the right time, doing the

right thing and reaping God’s richest blessing. You can then rest assured

that He will open the way and take you where you need to be even if He has

to lift you out of the well, and to tell the Ishmaelites to carry you into Egypt

and to put you working in Potiphar’s house. He may even have to take you

into prison before He seats you with Pharaoh on the throne. Or He may

cause you to run away from Egypt and have you keep sheep around Mt.

Horeb. He may bring you against the Red Sea while the Egyptians are

pursuing you. He may bring you into the desert where there is neither water

nor food. The lion and the bear may come to take your lambs, Goliath to kill

your people, and the king may cast you in the fiery furnace, or in the lions’

den.

Yes, hundreds and thousands of things may happen, but he that trusts in

God and does His work well shall find all these so-called hindrances or

mishaps wonderful deliverances, and avenues to success, all carrying out

God’s marvelous plans, and God’s way toward your promotion from one

great thing to another. When you are in God’s care and in His control never

say the Devil did this or that regardless what it be, for he can do nothing

except he is allowed to do it. Always give God the credit. 
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