
Miracles around the Lake
Lesson 5, 3rd Quarter July 27 – August 2, 2024.

Sabbath Afternoon, July 27Sabbath Afternoon, July 27Sabbath Afternoon, July 27Sabbath Afternoon, July 27

“Day was breaking over the Sea of Galilee. The disciples, weary with a night of fruitless toil,

were still in their fishing boats on the lake. Jesus had come to spend a quiet hour by the

waterside. In the early morning He hoped for a little season of rest from the multitude that

followed Him day after day. But soon the people began to gather about Him. Their numbers

rapidly increased, so that He was pressed upon all sides. Meanwhile the disciples had come

to land. In order to escape the pressure of the multitude, Jesus stepped into Peter's boat,

and bade him pull out a little from the shore. Here Jesus could be better seen and heard by

all, and from the boat He taught the multitude on the beach. DA 244.1

“What a scene was this for angels to contemplate; their glorious Commander, sitting in a

fisherman's boat, swayed to and fro by the restless waves, and proclaiming the good news

of salvation to the listening throng that were pressing down to the water's edge! He who

was the Honored of heaven was declaring the great things of His kingdom in the open air,

to the common people. Yet He could have had no more fitting scene for His labors. The

lake, the mountains, the spreading fields, the sunlight flooding the earth, all furnished

objects to illustrate His lessons and impress them upon the mind. And no lesson of Christ's

fell fruitless. Every message from His lips came to some soul as the word of eternal life.” DA

244.2

Memory Text:

“Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and

tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion

on thee. KJV — Mark 5:19

Sunday, July 28Sunday, July 28Sunday, July 28Sunday, July 28

Calming a Storm

“The storm ceases. The billows sink to rest. The clouds roll away, and the stars shine forth.

The boat rests upon a quiet sea. Then turning to His disciples, Jesus asks sorrowfully, “Why

are ye fearful? have ye not yet faith?” Mark 4:40, R.V. DA 335.3

“A hush fell upon the disciples. Even Peter did not attempt to express the awe that filled his

heart. The boats that had set out to accompany Jesus had been in the same peril with that

of the disciples. Terror and despair had seized their occupants; but the command of Jesus

brought quiet to the scene of tumult. The fury of the storm had driven the boats into close

proximity, and all on board beheld the miracle. In the calm that followed, fear was

forgotten. The people whispered among themselves, “What manner of man is this, that

even the winds and the sea obey Him?” DA 335.4

“When Jesus was awakened to meet the storm, He was in perfect peace. There was no trace

of fear in word or look, for no fear was in His heart. But He rested not in the possession of

almighty power. It was not as the “Master of earth and sea and sky” that He reposed in

quiet. That power He had laid down, and He says, “I can of Mine own self do nothing.” John

5:30. He trusted in the Father's might. It was in faith—faith in God's love and care—that

Jesus rested, and the power of that word which stilled the storm was the power of God.” DA

336.1

“Our God has heaven and earth at His command, and He knows just what we need. We can

see only a little way before us; “but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him

with whom we have to do.” Hebrews 4:13. Above the distractions of the earth He sits

enthroned; all things are open to His divine survey; and from His great and calm eternity He

orders that which His providence sees best. 8T 272.6

“Not even a sparrow falls to the ground without the Father's notice. Satan's hatred against

God leads him to delight in destroying even the dumb creatures. It is only through God's

protecting care that the birds are preserved to gladden us with their songs of joy. But He

does not forget even the sparrows. “Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many

sparrows.” Matthew 10:31.” 8T 273.1

Read Mark 4:35-41. What happens in this story and what lessons can we take from it

about who Jesus is?

Read Psalm 104:1-9. How does the picture of Yahweh here compare with Christ

calming the storm?
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Can you hear a whisper above a shout?

“With authority He bade the unclean spirits come out of them. His words penetrated the

darkened minds of the unfortunate men. They realized dimly that One was near who could

save them from the tormenting demons. They fell at the Saviour's feet to worship Him; but

when their lips were opened to entreat His mercy, the demons spoke through them, crying

vehemently, “What have I to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of God most high? I beseech

Thee, torment me not.” DA 337.3

“Jesus asked, “What is thy name?” And the answer was, “My name is Legion: for we are

many.” Using the afflicted men as mediums of communication, they besought Jesus not to

send them out of the country. Upon a mountainside not far distant a great herd of swine

was feeding. Into these the demons asked to be allowed to enter, and Jesus suffered them.

Immediately a panic seized the herd. They rushed madly down the cliff, and, unable to

check themselves upon the shore, plunged into the lake, and perished. DA 338.1

“Meanwhile a marvelous change had come over the demoniacs. Light had shone into their

minds. Their eyes beamed with intelligence. The countenances, so long deformed into the

image of Satan, became suddenly mild, the bloodstained hands were quiet, and with glad

voices the men praised God for their deliverance. DA 338.2

“From the cliff the keepers of the swine had seen all that had occurred, and they hurried

away to publish the news to their employers and to all the people. In fear and amazement

the whole population flocked to meet Jesus. The two demoniacs had been the terror of the

country. No one had been safe to pass the place where they were; for they would rush

upon every traveler with the fury of demons. Now these men were clothed and in their right

mind, sitting at the feet of Jesus, listening to His words, and glorifying the name of Him who

had made them whole. But the people who beheld this wonderful scene did not rejoice. The

loss of the swine seemed to them of greater moment than the deliverance of these captives

of Satan. DA 338.3

“It was in mercy to the owners of the swine that this loss had been permitted to come upon

them. They were absorbed in earthly things, and cared not for the great interests of

spiritual life. Jesus desired to break the spell of selfish indifference, that they might accept

His grace. But regret and indignation for their temporal loss blinded their eyes to the

Saviour's mercy. DA 338.4

“The manifestation of supernatural power aroused the superstitions of the people, and

excited their fears. Further calamities might follow from having this Stranger among them.

They apprehended financial ruin, and determined to be freed from His presence. Those

who had crossed the lake with Jesus told of all that had happened on the preceding night,

of their peril in the tempest, and how the wind and the sea had been stilled. But their words

were without effect. In terror the people thronged about Jesus, beseeching Him to depart

from them, and He complied, taking ship at once for the opposite shore. DA 339.1

“The people of Gergesa had before them the living evidence of Christ's power and mercy.

They saw the men who had been restored to reason; but they were so fearful of

endangering their earthly interests that He who had vanquished the prince of darkness

before their eyes was treated as an intruder, and the Gift of heaven was turned from their

doors. We have not the opportunity of turning from the person of Christ as had the

Gergesenes; but still there are many who refuse to obey His word, because obedience

would involve the sacrifice of some worldly interest. Lest His presence shall cause them

pecuniary loss, many reject His grace, and drive His Spirit from them.” DA 339.2

Read Mark 5:1-20. What can we learn about the great controversy from this amazing

account and, again, about the power of Jesus?
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On the Roller Coaster with Jesus

“This elder of the Jews came to Jesus in great distress, and cast himself at His feet,

exclaiming, “My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray Thee, come and lay Thy

hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.” DA 342.2

“Jesus set out at once with the ruler for his home. Though the disciples had seen so many of

His works of mercy, they were surprised at His compliance with the entreaty of the haughty

rabbi; yet they accompanied their Master, and the people followed, eager and expectant.”

DA 342.3

“Jairus pressed closer to the Saviour, and together they hurried to the ruler's home. Already

the hired mourners and flute players were there, filling the air with their clamor. The

presence of the crowd, and the tumult jarred upon the spirit of Jesus. He tried to silence

them, saying, “Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.”

They were indignant at the words of the Stranger. They had seen the child in the embrace

of death, and they laughed Him to scorn. Requiring them all to leave the house, Jesus took

with Him the father and mother of the maiden, and the three disciples, Peter, James, and

John, and together they entered the chamber of death. DA 343.1

“Jesus approached the bedside, and, taking the child's hand in His own, He pronounced

softly, in the familiar language of her home, the words, ‘Damsel, I say unto thee, arise.’” DA

343.2

“The ruler's house was not far distant, but Jesus and His companions advanced slowly, for

the crowd pressed Him on every side. The anxious father was impatient of delay; but Jesus,

pitying the people, stopped now and then to relieve some suffering one, or to comfort a

troubled heart. DA 342.4

“While they were still on the way, a messenger pressed through the crowd, bearing to Jairus

the news that his daughter was dead, and it was useless to trouble the Master further. The

word caught the ear of Jesus. ‘Fear not,” He said; “believe only, and she shall be made

whole.’” DA 342.5

Read Mark 5:21-24. What characteristics partially stand out about Jairus?

Read Mark 5:25-34. What interrupts the progress toward Jairus’ home?
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Rejection and Reception

“Christ's life of humiliation should be a lesson to all who desire to exalt themselves above

others. Though He had no taint of sin upon His character, yet He condescended to connect

our fallen human nature with His divinity.... CTr 232.2

“In humility Christ began His mighty work of lifting the fallen race from the degradation of

sin, recovering them by His divine power, which He had linked with humanity. Passing by

the grand cities and the renowned places of learning and supposed wisdom, He made His

home in the humble and obscure village of Nazareth. The greater part of His life was passed

in this place, from which it was commonly believed that no good could come. In the path

that the poor, the neglected, the suffering, and the sorrowing must tread, He walked while

on earth, taking upon Him all the woes that the afflicted must bear.... His family was not

distinguished by learning, riches, or position. For many years He worked at His trade as a

carpenter. CTr 232.3

“The Jews had proudly boasted that Christ was to come as a king, to conquer His enemies

and tread down the heathen in His wrath. But the humble, submissive life our Saviour led,

which should have enshrined Him in the hearts of the people and given them confidence in

His mission, offended and disappointed the Jews, and we all know of the treatment He

received from them.... CTr 232.4

“Christ did not exalt people by ministering to their pride. He humbled Himself, and became

obedient to death, even the death of the cross. Unless human pride is humbled and

subdued, unless the stubborn heart is made tender by the Spirit of Christ, it is not possible

for Him to impress His divine similitude upon us. He, the humble Nazarene, might have

poured contempt upon the world's pride, for He was commander in the heavenly courts.

But He came to our world in humility, in order to show that it is not riches or position or

authority or honorable titles that the universe of heaven respects and honors, but those

who will follow Christ, making any position of duty honorable by the virtue of their

character through the power of His grace. CTr 232.5

“No human being is warranted to uplift self in pride. “For thus saith the high and lofty One

that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him

also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive

the heart of the contrite ones.”—Letter 81, 1896.” CTr 232.6

When Jesus sent forth the twelve, he “commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the

Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather to the lost sheep of

the house of Israel.” RH January 6, 1903, par. 12

Christ instructed the disciples plainly not to go “into the way of the Gentiles” until they had

first borne their testimony to the Jews. If the Jews refused to hear them, they were to go

into new territory. The work before them was an important one. The time had come for the

light of truth to be carried to the Jewish nation and to the whole world. But if those sent

forth had at first worked among the Samaritans and the Gentiles, the doors of entrance to

the Jews would have been closed. Afterward, the disciples were commissioned to go into all

the world, and teach all nations. RH January 6, 1903, par. 13

Christ himself, in all his ministry, gave the Jewish nation the first opportunity to receive him

as the Saviour. Upon the Jews was bestowed the honor of first hearing from the lips of

Christ his message of salvation. The Lord Jesus gave a special and very wonderful gospel to

the Jews. He regarded them as lost sheep, which he, as their Shepherd, came to seek and to

save, gathering them out from the bypaths and the highways of sin and error, and bringing

them back to his fold. RH January 6, 1903, par. 14

The work that the apostles were to do was clearly defined: “As ye go, preach, saying, The

kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out

devils; freely ye have received, freely give. Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your

purses, nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the

workman is worthy of his meat. And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, inquire

who in it is worthy; and there abide till ye go thence. And when ye come into an house,

salute it. And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let

your peace return to you. And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when

ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I say unto you, It

shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than

for that city.” RH January 6, 1903, par. 15

Read Mark 6:1-6. Why did Jesus’s hometown people reject Him?

Read Mark 6:7-30. How does the mission of the twelve Apostles contrast with the

beheading of John the Baptist?
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A Different Kind of Messiah

 “‘And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is a

desert place, and now the time is far passed; send them away, that they may go into the

country round about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread; for they have

nothing to eat. He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat.’ Surprised and

astonished, they say unto him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread,

and give them to eat? He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. And when

they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes. And he commanded them to make all sit down by

companies upon the green grass. And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties.

And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and

blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them; and the

two fishes divided he among them all. And they did all eat, and were filled. And they took up

twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of the fishes.” ST August 12, 1897, par. 4

“He who taught the people the way to secure peace and happiness was just as thoughtful of

their temporal necessities as of their spiritual need. The miracle of the loaves shows us that

God's dealings with his people are full of goodness and truth. The people were weary and

faint. Many had been standing for hours. They had been so intensely interested in Christ's

words that they had never once thought of sitting down, and the crowd was so great that

there was danger of their trampling upon each other. Jesus would give them a chance to

rest, and he bade them sit down. They could sit down and rest in comfort; for there was

much grass in the place. Christ arranged to give them all the rest they needed. O, how few

understand the sympathy and love of Jesus!” ST August 12, 1897, par. 5

Read Mark 6:34-52. What was the problem Jesus and His disciples confronted and how

was it solved?
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Further Thought

“There were places where Christ could not work. [See] Mark 6:1-6. Christ sent forth His

disciples two and two, and commanded that they should take nothing for their journey. And

they went out and preached that men should repent, and they cast out devils, and anointed

with oil many that were sick and healed them. But they must depend on those whose

homes they visited to give them food and a comfortable chance to rest. 15LtMs, Lt 45, 1900,

par. 47

“This building up of institutions to feed the people was not God’s devised plan. When

churches were raised up through the preaching of the gospel, the members were not to

have this personal work done by proxy, and not come close to the sick, visiting them and

showing their love and care for the Lord’s property by ministering to them, and not lavish

upon them the means from the Lord’s treasury. 15LtMs, Lt 45, 1900, par. 48

“The church should have certain wise men and women chosen to look after the poor and

then report and counsel as to what should be done. They should not be encouraged to

think they can have their eating, drinking, and sleeping in a place provided for them all free,

as though there was an inexhaustible fund to provide for them. Men of God should be

appointed, men of discernment and wisdom and care, to look after the wants of the saints

of God, the household of faith, first. The Lord commands that His commandment-keeping

people shall have relief first, and then every case is to be examined, and not teach them

that a work is to be done for them free or nearly so. 15LtMs, Lt 45, 1900, par. 49

“Many will depend as long as they have anything to depend on, and God knows better than

short-sighted mortals what is best for the creatures He has created. He would not have

transgressors and the worst kind of humanity consuming the revenue He has appointed to

sustain those who shall be refused work because they keep the law of God. The widows and

orphans of those who are the saints of the Most High are not to be passed by, nor should

their pittance be taken as contributions to support those who could, if they conducted

themselves properly, support themselves.” 15LtMs, Lt 45, 1900, par. 50
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