
Lessons of the Past
Lesson 10, 1st Quarter March 2-8, 2024.

Sabbath Afternoon March 2Sabbath Afternoon March 2

“Heaven's plan of salvation is broad enough to embrace the whole world. God

longs to breathe into prostrate humanity the breath of life. And He will not

permit any soul to be disappointed who is sincere in his longing for

something higher and nobler than anything the world can offer. Constantly

He is sending His angels to those who, while surrounded by circumstances

the most discouraging, pray in faith for some power higher than themselves

to take possession of them and bring deliverance and peace. In various ways

God will reveal Himself to them and will place them in touch with providences

that will establish their confidence in the One who has given Himself a

ransom for all, ‘that they might set their hope in God, and not forget the

works of God, but keep His commandments.’” Psalm 78:7. PK 377.1

“I was referred to the wrath of God which came upon the incredulous and

disobedient of ancient Israel. Their duty to instruct their children was plainly

enjoined upon them. It is just as binding upon believing parents in this

generation. ‘Give ear, O My people, to My law: incline your ears to the words

of My mouth. I will open My mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of

old: which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. We will

not hide them from their children, showing to the generation to come the

praises of the Lord, and His strength, and His wonderful works that He hath

done.’” 5T 37.1

Memory Text:

“Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. We

will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to

come the praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful

works that he hath done. KJV — Psalm 78:3,4

Sunday, March 3Sunday, March 3

The Lord’s Unstoppable Faithfulness

“God directed the children of Israel to encamp in that place, where there was

no water, to prove them, to see if they would look to him in their distress, or

murmur as they had previously done. In view of what God had done for them

in their wonderful deliverance, they should have believed in him in their

distress. They should have known that he would not permit them to perish

with thirst, whom he had promised to take unto himself as his people. But

instead of entreating the Lord in humility to provide for their necessity, they

murmured against Moses, and demanded of him, water. God had been

continually manifesting his power in a wonderful manner before them, to

make them understand that all the benefits which they received came from

him; that he could give them, or remove them, according to his own will. At

times they had a full sense of this, and humbled themselves greatly before

the Lord; but when thirsty, or when hungry, they charged it all upon Moses, as

though they had left Egypt to please him. Moses was grieved with their cruel

murmurings. He inquired of the Lord what he should do; for the people were

ready to stone him. The Lord bade him go smite the rock with the rod of God.

The cloud of his glory rested directly before the rock. “He clave the rocks in

the wilderness, and gave them drink as out of the great depths. He brought

streams also out of the rock, and caused waters to run down like rivers.”

Moses smote the rock, but it was Christ who stood by him and caused the

water to flow from the flinty rock. The people tempted the Lord in their thirst,

and said, If God has brought us out here, why does he not give us water, as

well as bread. That if showed criminal unbelief, and made Moses afraid that

God would punish them for their wicked murmurings. The Lord tested the

faith of his people, but they did not endure the trial. They murmured for food,

and for water, and complained of Moses. Because of their unbelief, God

suffered their enemies to make war with them, that he might manifest to his

people from whence cometh their strength.” 1SP 227.1

After Israel crossed the sea, and after the sea closed in on their enemies, they

all sang and gave God the glory, but though Pharaoh’s army and the sea were

no longer objects of fear but of interest, their trials, doubts, and fears were

not yet at an end: Almost immediately after they saw the sea behind and the

desert ahead they began to recriminate Moses for having brought them into

the desert to starve there for want of water and food. It never entered their

minds that if God can dry the sea, He can certainly flood the desert and make

it blossom as a rose. Notwithstanding their doubts and their moanings God

again performed an even greater miracle: He caused water to gush out of the

rock and He brought manna from Heaven! 

Read Psalm 78. What three historical epochs are highlighted in this

psalm? What recurring lessons does Asaph draw from each period?

Monday, March 4Monday, March 4

Remembering History and the Praise
of God

“All who profess to be children of God I would invite to consider the history of

the Israelites, as recorded in the one hundred and fifth, the one hundred and

sixth, and the one hundred and seventh psalms. By carefully studying these

scriptures, we may be able to appreciate more fully the goodness, mercy, and

love of our God.” 8T 107.1

“‘With great power, and with a mighty hand,’ God brought His chosen people

out of the land of Egypt. Exodus 32:11. ‘He sent Moses His servant; and Aaron

whom He had chosen. They showed His signs among them, and wonders in

the land of Ham.’ ‘He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was dried up: so He led

them through the depths.’ Psalm 105:26, 27; 106:9. He rescued them from

their servile state, that He might bring them to a good land, a land which in

His providence He had prepared for them as a refuge from their enemies. He

would bring them to Himself and encircle them in His everlasting arms; and in

return for His goodness and mercy they were to exalt His name and make it

glorious in the earth. PK 16.2

“‘The Lord's portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance. He found

him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; He led him about,

He instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His eye. As an eagle stirreth up

her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them,

beareth them on her wings: so the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no

strange god with him.’ Deuteronomy 32:9-12. Thus He brought the Israelites

unto Himself, that they might dwell as under the shadow of the Most High.

Miraculously preserved from the perils of the wilderness wandering, they

were finally established in the Land of Promise as a favored nation.” PK 17.1

Read Psalm 105. What historical events and their lessons are highlighted

in this psalm?
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Remembering History and Repentance

“‘And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the

edge of the wilderness. And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of

cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light;

to go by day and night. He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor

the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.’ Says the psalmist, ‘He

spread a cloud for a covering; and fire to give light in the night.’ Psalm 105:39.

See also 1 Corinthians 10:1, 2. The standard of their invisible Leader was ever

with them. By day the cloud directed their journeyings or spread as a canopy

above the host. It served as a protection from the burning heat, and by its

coolness and moisture afforded grateful refreshment in the parched, thirsty

desert. By night it became a pillar of fire, illuminating their encampment and

constantly assuring them of the divine presence. PP 282.2

“In one of the most beautiful and comforting passages of Isaiah's prophecy,

reference is made to the pillar of cloud and of fire to represent God's care for

His people in the great final struggle with the powers of evil: ‘The Lord will

create upon every dwelling place of Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a

cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for above

all the glory shall be a covering. And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow

in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from

storm and from rain.’ Isaiah 4:5, 6, margin.” PP 283.1

“Notwithstanding all that God had wrought for His people in the wilderness,

the children of Israel, after their settlement in Canaan, continued to walk in

their own ways. ‘They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the Lord

commanded them; but were mingled among the heathen, and learned their

works. And they served their idols; which were a snare unto them....

Therefore was the wrath of the Lord kindled against His people, insomuch

that He abhorred His own inheritance. And He gave them into the hand of the

heathen; and they that hated them ruled over them.’” ST February 26, 1902,

par. 1

Read Psalm 106. What historical events and their lessons are highlighted

in this psalm?
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The Parable of the Lord’s Vineyard

“The Lord favored His chosen people with prosperity. The psalmist says, ‘Thou

hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen and planted

it. Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take deep root, and it

filled the land. The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs

thereof were like the goodly cedars. She sent out her boughs unto the sea,

and her branches unto the river.’ [Psalm 80:8-11.] God declared this people to

be a holy people unto Himself, and He promised that if they would keep their

covenant with Him, he would supply them with every necessity for their

happiness. 14LtMs, Ms 134, 1899, par. 18

“Very definite was the instruction which Christ gave when He made known to

Moses the terms of their prosperity, and their freedom from disease. ‘The

Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself,” He said,

“above all people that are upon the face of the earth. The Lord did not set his

love upon you nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any

people: for ye were the fewest of all people: but because the Lord loved you,

and because he would keep the oath which he sware unto your fathers, hath

the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the

house of bondmen, from Pharaoh, king of Egypt. Know therefore that the

Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy

with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand

generations.’ [Deuteronomy 7:6-9.]” 14LtMs, Ms 134, 1899, par. 19

“By means of a parable, Isaiah has told with touching pathos the story of

Israel's call and training to stand in the world as Jehovah's representatives,

fruitful in every good work: PK 17.2

“‘Now will I sing to my well-beloved a song of my beloved touching His

vineyard. My well-beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: and He fenced

it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine,

and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a wine press therein: and

He looked that it should bring forth grapes.’ Isaiah 5:1, 2. PK 17.3

“Through the chosen nation, God had purposed to bring blessing to all

mankind. ‘The vineyard of the Lord of hosts,’ the prophet declared, ‘is the

house of Israel, and the men of Judah His pleasant plant.’ Isaiah 5:7. PK 17.4

“To this people were committed the oracles of God. They were hedged about

by the precepts of His law, the everlasting principles of truth, justice, and

purity. Obedience to these principles was to be their protection, for it would

save them from destroying themselves by sinful practices. And as the tower in

the vineyard, God placed in the midst of the land His holy temple.” PK 18.1

Read Psalm 80. How are God’s people portrayed in the psalm and what

great hope do they plead for?
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The Lord’s Supremacy in History

“God delivered His people Israel from bondage in Egypt. He brought them

into their own land, and gave them a goodly heritage and sure dwelling

places. And He asked of them a recognition of His marvelous works. The first-

fruits of the earth were to be consecrated to Him, and given back as an

offering of gratitude, an acknowledgment of His goodness to them. For they

said: ‘When we cried unto the Lord God of our fathers, the Lord heard our

voice, and looked on our affliction, and our labor, and our oppression: and

the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand, and with an

outstretched arm, and with great terribleness, and with signs, and with

wonders: and He hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land,

even a land that floweth with milk and honey. And now, behold, I have

brought the first-fruits of the land, which thou, O Lord, hast given me.’ RH

December 25, 1900, par. 3

“‘To him that smote Egypt in their first-born,’ ‘and brought out Israel from

among them,’ ‘with a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm;’ ‘to him

which divided the Red Sea into parts,’ ‘and made Israel to pass through the

midst of it,’ ‘but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea;’ ‘to him which

led his people through the wilderness;’ ‘to him which smote great kings,’ ‘and

slew famous kings,’ ‘Sihon king of the Amorites,’ ‘and Og king of Bashan,’ ‘and

gave their land for an heritage,’ ‘even an heritage unto Israel his servant,’—to

him, the Mighty Leader of the hosts of Israel, the returned exiles now

rendered praise as the One whose mercy endureth forever. RH April 11, 1907,

par. 10

“And this same Mighty Leader is the One who hath ‘remembered us in our

low estate,’ ‘and hath redeemed us from our enemies.’ O, let us ever “give

thanks unto the God of heaven: for his mercy endureth forever!” RH April 11,

1907, par. 11

“In God’s covenant with His people in ancient times, directions were given for

the faithful recognition of the gracious and marvelous works which He had

done for them. God delivered His people Israel from bondage in Egypt. He

brought them into their own land and gave them goodly heritage and sure

dwelling places. And He asked of them a recognition of His marvelous works.

The first fruits of the earth were to be consecrated to God and given back to

Him as an offering of gratitude, an acknowledgement of His goodness to

them. For they said: ‘When we cried unto the Lord God of our fathers, the

Lord heard our voice, and looked on our affliction, and our labor, and our

oppression: And the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand,

and with an outstretched arm, and with terribleness, and with signs, and with

wonders: and He hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land,

even a land that floweth with milk and honey. And now, behold, I have

brought the firstfruits of the land, which Thou, O Lord, hast given me.’”

[Deuteronomy 26:7-10.] 22LtMs, Ms 67, 1907, par. 1

Read Psalm 135. What historical events are highlighted in the psalm?

What lessons does the psalmist draw from them?
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Further Thought

“Christ was their instructor. As He had been with them in the wilderness, so

He was still to be their teacher and guide. In the tabernacle and the temple

His glory dwelt in the holy Shekinah above the mercy seat. In their behalf He

constantly manifested the riches of His love and patience. PK 18.2

“Through Moses the purpose of God was set before them and the terms of

their prosperity made plain. “Thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God,”

he said; “the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto

Himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.” PK 18.3

“‘Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, and to walk in His ways,

and to keep His statutes, and His commandments, and His judgments, and to

hearken unto His voice: and the Lord hath avouched thee this day to be His

peculiar people, as He hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest keep all

His commandments; and to make thee high above all nations which He hath

made, in praise, and in name, and in honor; and that thou mayest be an holy

people unto the Lord thy God, as He hath spoken.’ Deuteronomy 7:6; 26:17-

19. PK 18.4

“The children of Israel were to occupy all the territory which God appointed

them. Those nations that rejected the worship and service of the true God

were to be dispossessed. But it was God's purpose that by the revelation of

His character through Israel men should be drawn unto Him. To all the world

the gospel invitation was to be given. Through the teaching of the sacrificial

service, Christ was to be uplifted before the nations, and all who would look

unto Him should live. All who, like Rahab the Canaanite and Ruth the

Moabitess, turned from idolatry to the worship of the true God were to unite

themselves with His chosen people. As the numbers of Israel increased, they

were to enlarge their borders until their kingdom should embrace the world.”

PK 19.1
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