
The Unified Body of Christ
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“Every branch of the work of God is to have recognition.

“He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,

evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the

perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for

the edifying of the body of Christ.” Ephesians 4:11, 12. This

Scripture shows that there are to be different workers,

different instrumentalities. Each has a different work. No

one is required to lay hold of another's work, and, though

untrained, try to do it. God has given to each according to

his ability. One man may think that his position gives him

authority to dictate to other workers, but this is not so.

Ignorant of their work, he would enlarge where he should

retrench, and retrench where he should enlarge, because

he can see only the part of the vineyard where he is

working.” 8T 170.2

Memory Text:

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;

and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and

teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the

work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of

Christ: KJV — Ephesians 4:11, 
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The Unity of the Spirit

“All who have been benefited by the labors of God's

servant should, according to their ability, unite with him in

working for the salvation of souls. This is the work of all

true believers, ministers and people. They should keep

the grand object ever in view, each seeking to fill his

proper position in the church, and all working together in

order, harmony, and love. 5T 238.1

“There is nothing selfish or narrow in the religion of Christ.

Its principles are diffusive and aggressive. It is represented

by Christ as the bright light, as the saving salt, as the

transforming leaven. With zeal, earnestness, and devotion

the servants of God will seek to spread far and near the

knowledge of the truth; yet they will not neglect to labor

for the strength and unity of the church. They will watch

carefully lest opportunity be given for diversity and

division to creep in. 5T 238.2

“There have of late arisen among us men who profess to

be the servants of Christ, but whose work is opposed to

that unity which our Lord established in the church. They

have original plans and methods of labor. They desire to

introduce changes into the church to suit their ideas of

progress and imagine that grand results are thus to be

secured. These men need to be learners rather than

teachers in the school of Christ. They are ever restless,

aspiring to accomplish some great work, to do something

that will bring honor to themselves. They need to learn

that most profitable of all lessons, humility and faith in

Jesus…” 5T 238.3

“Paul urges the Ephesians to preserve unity and love: ‘I

therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye

walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with

all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering,

forbearing one another in love; endeavoring to keep the

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body,

and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your

calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and

Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you

all.’” 5T 239.1

Read Ephesians 1-16. How does Paul encourage

believers to nurture the unity of the church?
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Together as One in the One

“Paul urges the Ephesians to preserve unity and love: “I

therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye

walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with

all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering,

forbearing one another in love; endeavoring to keep the

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body,

and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your

calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and

Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you

all.” 5T 239.1

“The apostle exhorts his brethren to manifest in their lives

the power of the truth which he had presented to them.

By meekness and gentleness, forbearance and love, they

were to exemplify the character of Christ and the

blessings of His salvation. There is but one body, and one

Spirit, one Lord, one faith. As members of the body of

Christ all believers are animated by the same spirit and

the same hope. Divisions in the church dishonor the

religion of Christ before the world and give occasion to

the enemies of truth to justify their course. Paul's

instructions were not written alone for the church in his

day. God designed that they should be sent down to us.

What are we doing to preserve unity in the bonds of

peace?” 5T 239.2

“If God's professed people would receive the light as it

shines upon them from His word, they would reach that

unity for which Christ prayed, that which the apostle

describes, “the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

“There is,” he says, “one body, and one Spirit, even as ye

are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith,

one baptism.” Ephesians 4:3-5. GC 379.2

“Such were the blessed results experienced by those who

accepted the advent message. They came from different

denominations, and their denominational barriers were

hurled to the ground; conflicting creeds were shivered to

atoms; the unscriptural hope of a temporal millennium

was abandoned, false views of the second advent were

corrected, pride and conformity to the world were swept

away; wrongs were made right; hearts were united in the

sweetest fellowship, and love and joy reigned supreme. If

this doctrine did this for the few who did receive it, it

would have done the same for all if all had received it.” GC

379.3

What seven “ones” does Paul cite in support of his

theme of the unity of the church? What point is he

seeking to make with this list? Eph. 4:4-6
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The Exalted Christ, Giver of
Gifts

“The talents that Christ entrusts to His church represent

especially the gifts and blessings imparted by the Holy

Spirit. “To one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to

another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to

another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of

healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of

miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of

spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the

interpretation of tongues: but all these worketh that one

and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as

He will.” 1 Corinthians 12:8-11. All men do not receive the

same gifts, but to every servant of the Master some gift of

the Spirit is promised. COL 327.1

“Before He left His disciples, Christ “breathed on them,

and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” John

20:22. Again He said, “Behold, I send the promise of My

Father upon you.” Luke 24:49. But not until after the

ascension was the gift received in its fullness. Not until

through faith and prayer the disciples had surrendered

themselves fully for His working was the outpouring of the

Spirit received. Then in a special sense the goods of

heaven were committed to the followers of Christ. “When

He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, and gave

gifts unto men.” Ephesians 4:8. “Unto every one of us is

given grace, according to the measure of the gift of

Christ,” the Spirit “dividing to every man severally as He

will.” Ephesians 4:7; 1 Corinthians 12:11. The gifts are

already ours in Christ, but their actual possession

depends upon our reception of the Spirit of God. COL

327.2

“The promise of the Spirit is not appreciated as it should

be. Its fulfillment is not realized as it might be. It is the

absence of the Spirit that makes the gospel ministry so

powerless. Learning, talents, eloquence, every natural or

acquired endowment, may be possessed; but without the

presence of the Spirit of God, no heart will be touched, no

sinner be won to Christ. On the other hand, if they are

connected with Christ, if the gifts of the Spirit are theirs,

the poorest and most ignorant of His disciples will have a

power that will tell upon hearts. God makes them the

channel for the outworking of the highest influence in the

universe.” COL 328.1

What is happening in Ephesians 4:7-10, and what is

Paul’s point in these verses?
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Gifts of the Exalted Jesus

“The declaration that God hath set some in the church,

etc., implies something more than that the way was left

open for the gifts to appear if circumstances should

chance to favor. It rather signifies that they were to be

permanent parts of the true spiritual constitution of the

church, and that if these were not in active operation the

church would be in the condition of a human body, some

of whose members had, through accident or disease,

become crippled and helpless. Having once been set in

the church, there these gifts must remain until they are

formally removed. But there is no record that they ever

have been removed. PP 24.1

“Five years later the same apostle writes to the Ephesians

relative to the same gifts, plainly stating their object, and

thus showing indirectly that they must continue till that

object is accomplished. He says (Ephesians 4:8, 11-13):

“Wherefore He saith, when He ascended up on high, He

led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.... And He

gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,

evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the

perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for

the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the

unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,

unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of

the fullness of Christ.” PP 24.2

“The church did not reach the state of unity here

contemplated, in the apostolic age; and very soon after

that age, the gloom of the great spiritual apostasy began

to overshadow the church; and certainly during the state

of declension, this fullness of Christ, and unity of faith,

was not reached. Nor will it be reached till the last

message of mercy shall have gathered out of every

kindred and people, every class of society, and every

organization of error, a people complete in all gospel

reforms, waiting for the coming of the Son of man. And

truly, if ever in her experience the church would need the

benefit of every agency ordained for her comfort and

guidance, encouragement and protection, it would be

amid the perils of the last days, when the powers of evil,

well-nigh perfected by experience and training for their

nefarious work, would, by their masterpieces of

imposture, deceive if it were possible even the elect. Very

appropriately, therefore, come in the special prophecies

of the outpouring of the Spirit for the benefit of the

church in the last days.” PP 24.3

Drawing on Psalm 68:18, Paul just described the

risen, exalted, conquering Jesus as giving gifts to His

people from on high. What “gifts” does the exalted

Jesus give, and for what purpose? Eph. 4:11-13 
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Growing up in Christ

“God is not the author of confusion, but of peace. But

Satan is a vigilant, unsleeping foe, ever at work upon

human minds, seeking a soil in which he can sow his

tares. If he finds any whom he can press into his service,

he will suggest ideas and false theories, and make them

zealous in advocating error. The truth not only converts,

but works the purification of its receiver. Jesus has warned

us to beware of false teachers. From the beginning of our

work, men have arisen from time to time, advocating

theories that were new and startling. But if those who

claim to believe the truth would go to those who have had

experience, would go to the word of God in a teachable,

humble spirit, and examine their theories in the light of

truth and with the aid of the brethren who have been

diligent Bible students, and at the same time make

supplication unto God, asking, Is this the way of the Lord,

or is it a false path in which Satan would lead me? they

would receive light, and would escape out of the net of

the fowler. TM 54.2

“Let all our brethren and sisters beware of anyone who

would set a time for the Lord to fulfill His word in regard

to His coming, or in regard to any other promise He has

made of special significance. “It is not for you to know the

times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in His

own power.” False teachers may appear to be very zealous

for the work of God, and may expend means to bring their

theories before the world and the church; but as they

mingle error with truth, their message is one of deception,

and will lead souls into false paths. They are to be met

and opposed, not because they are bad men, but because

they are teachers of falsehood and are endeavoring to put

upon falsehood the stamp of truth. TM 55.1

“What a pity it is that men will go to such pains to discover

some theory of error when there is a whole storehouse of

precious gems of truth by which the people might be

enriched in the most holy faith. Instead of teaching truth

they let their imagination dwell upon that which is new

and strange, and throw themselves out of harmony with

those whom God is using to bring the people up upon the

platform of truth. They cast aside all that has been said in

regard to unity of sentiment and feeling, and trample

upon the prayer of Christ as though the unity for which He

prayed were unessential, and there were no necessity for

His followers to be one, even as He is one with the Father.

They go off on a tangent, and, Jehu-like, call to their

brethren to follow their example of zeal for the Lord. TM

55.2

“If their zeal led them to work in the same lines in which

their brethren who have carried the heat and burden of

the day are working, if they were as persevering to

overcome discouragements and obstacles as their

brethren have been, they might well be imitated, and God

would accept them. But men are to be condemned who

start out with a proclamation of wonderful light, and yet

draw away from the agents whom God is leading. This was

the way in which Korah, Dathan, and Abiram did, and their

action is recorded as a warning to all others. We are not to

do as they have done—accuse and condemn those upon

whom God has laid the burden of the work. TM 55.3

“Those who have proclaimed the Seventh-day Adventist

Church as Babylon, have made use of the Testimonies in

giving their position a seeming support; but why is it that

they did not present that which for years has been the

burden of my message—the unity of the church? Why did

they not quote the words of the angel, “Press together,

press together, press together”? Why did they not repeat

the admonition and state the principle, that “in union

there is strength, in division there is weakness”? It is such

messages as these men have borne that divide the

church, and put us to shame before the enemies of truth;

and in such messages is plainly revealed the specious

working of the great deceiver, who would hinder the

church from attaining unto perfection in unity. These

teachers follow the sparks of their own kindling, move

according to their own independent judgment, and

cumber the truth with false notions and theories. They

refuse the counsel of their brethren, and press on in their

own way until they become just what Satan would desire

to have them—unbalanced in mind. TM 56.1

“I warn my brethren to guard against the working of Satan

in every form. The great adversary of God and man is

exulting today that he has succeeded in deceiving souls,

and in diverting their means and ability into harmful

channels. Their money might have been used to advance

present truth, but instead of this it has been expended in

presenting notions that have no foundation in truth.” TM

56.2

What danger threatens the Christlike maturity of the

church? Eph. 4:14
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Further Thought

“O what an assurance is this, that the love of God may

abide in the hearts of all who believe in him! O what

salvation is provided; for he is able to save unto the

uttermost all that come unto God by him. In wonder we

exclaim, How can these things be? But Jesus will be

satisfied with nothing less than this. Those who are

partakers of his sufferings here, of his humiliation,

enduring for his name's sake, are to have the love of God

bestowed upon them as it was upon the Son. One who

knows, has said, “The Father himself loveth you.” [John

16:27.] One who has had an experimental knowledge of

the length, and breadth, and height, and depth of that

love, has declared unto us this amazing fact. This love is

ours through faith in the Son of God, therefore a

connection with Christ means everything to us. We are to

be one with him as he is one with the Father, and then we

are beloved by the infinite God as members of the body of

Christ, as branches of the living Vine. We are to be

attached to the parent stock, and to receive nourishment

from the Vine. Christ is our glorified Head, and the divine

love flowing from the heart of God, rests in Christ, and is

communicated to those who have been united to him.

This divine love entering the soul inspires it with gratitude,

frees it from its spiritual feebleness, from pride, vanity,

and selfishness, and from all that would deform the

Christian character.” CE 75.2
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