
The Mystery of the Gospel
Lesson 6, 3rd Quarter July 29 – Aug. 4, 2023.
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“The work of the gospel minister is “to make all men see

what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the

beginning of the world hath been hid in God.” Ephesians

3:9. If one entering upon this work chooses the least self-

sacrificing part, contenting himself with preaching, and

leaving the work of personal ministry for someone else,

his labors will not be acceptable to God. Souls for whom

Christ died are perishing for want of well-directed,

personal labor; and he has mistaken his calling who,

entering upon the ministry, is unwilling to do the personal

work that the care of the flock demands. AA 527.1

“The spirit of the true shepherd is one of self-

forgetfulness. He loses sight of self in order that he may

work the works of God. By the preaching of the word and

by personal ministry in the homes of the people, he learns

their needs, their sorrows, their trials; and, co-operating

with the great Burden Bearer, he shares their afflictions,

comforts their distresses, relieves their soul hunger, and

wins their hearts to God. In this work the minister is

attended by the angels of heaven, and he himself is

instructed and enlightened in the truth that maketh wise

unto salvation.” AA 527.2

Memory Text:

“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding

abundantly above all that we ask or think,

according to the power that worketh in us, Unto

him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus

throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.” KJV

— Ephesians 3:20, 21
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Paul: Imprisoned Apostle to
the Gentiles

“Many months passed by after Paul's arrival in Rome,

before the Jews of Jerusalem appeared in person to

present their accusations against the prisoner. They had

been repeatedly thwarted in their designs; and now that

Paul was to be tried before the highest tribunal of the

Roman Empire, they had no desire to risk another defeat.

Lysias, Felix, Festus, and Agrippa had all declared their

belief in his innocence. His enemies could hope for

success only in seeking by intrigue to influence the

emperor in their favor. Delay would further their object,

as it would afford them time to perfect and execute their

plans, and so they waited for a while before preferring

their charges in person against the apostle. AA 453.1

“In the providence of God this delay resulted in the

furtherance of the gospel. Through the favor of those who

had Paul in charge, he was permitted to dwell in a

commodious house, where he could meet freely with his

friends and also present the truth daily to those who

came to hear. Thus for two years he continued his labors,

“preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things

which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence,

no man forbidding him.” AA 453.2

“During this time the churches that he had established in

many lands were not forgotten. Realizing the dangers that

threatened the converts to the new faith, the apostle

sought so far as possible to meet their needs by letters of

warning and practical instruction. And from Rome he sent

out consecrated workers to labor not only for these

churches, but in fields that he himself had not visited.

These workers, as wise shepherds, strengthened the work

so well begun by Paul; and the apostle, kept informed of

the condition and dangers of the churches by constant

communication with them, was enabled to exercise a wise

supervision over all.” AA 453.3

Read Ephesians 3. As you do so, identify one or two

main themes. What major points does Paul make?
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The Long-Hidden Mystery of
the Gospel

“Thus the Lord had given Paul his commission to enter the

broad missionary field of the Gentile world. To prepare

him for this extensive and difficult work, God had brought

him into close connection with Himself and had opened

before his enraptured vision views of the beauty and glory

of heaven. To him had been given the ministry of making

known “the mystery” which had been “kept secret since

the world began” (Romans 16:25),—“the mystery of His

will” (Ephesians 1:9), “which in other ages was not made

known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto

His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that the

Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body,

and partakers of His promise in Christ by the gospel:

whereof,” declares Paul, ‘I was made a minister.... Unto

me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace

given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the

unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all men see

what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the

beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created

all things by Jesus Christ: to the intent that now unto the

principalities and powers in heavenly places might be

known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,

according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in

Christ Jesus our Lord.’” Ephesians 3:5-11. AA 159.2

Rev. 10:5-7 -- "And the angel which I saw stand upon the

sea and upon the earth lifted up His hand to heaven, and

sware by Him that liveth for ever and ever, Who created

heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth,

and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the

things which are therein, that there should be time no

longer: but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel,

when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should

be finished, as He hath declared to His servants the

prophets."

The angel swore that there should be time no longer. I

think I understand how we as Seventh-day Adventists

interpret "time no longer"; but these two verses when

read together clearly show what kind of time is to be no

longer, for it is during the time of the sixth trumpet that

the angel said there shall be time no longer, but that at

the commencement of the sounding of the seventh

trumpet the mystery of God shall be finished. What is the

mystery of God? -- It is the work of salvation, or the Gospel

work. Then during the period of the seventh trumpet

there will be no mystery yet to be finished, for it is to be

finished during the sixth trumpet. The angel, therefore, is

to be understood as stating simply that probationary time

will extend only through the sounding of the sixth trumpet

and that is all, because the mystery of God is to be all

finished at the time the seventh angel begins to sound.

What is the mystery that has been entrusted to Paul?
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The Church: Revealer of
God’s Wisdom

“The purpose which God seeks to accomplish through His

people today is the same that He desired to accomplish

through Israel when He brought them forth out of Egypt.

By beholding the goodness, the mercy, the justice, and the

love of God revealed in the church, the world is to have a

representation of His character. And when the law of God

is thus exemplified in the life, even the world will

recognize the superiority of those who love and fear and

serve God above every other people on the earth. The

Lord has His eye upon every one of His people; He has His

plans concerning each. It is His purpose that those who

practice His holy precepts shall be a distinguished people.

To the people of God today as well as to ancient Israel

belong the words written by Moses through the Spirit of

Inspiration: “Thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy

God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special

people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the

face of the earth.” Deuteronomy 7:6.“Behold, I have taught

you statutes and judgments, even as the Lord my God

commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither

ye go to possess it. Keep therefore and do them; for this is

your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the

nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely

this great nation is a wise and understanding people. For

what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto

them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upon

Him for? And what nation is there so great, that hath

statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which

I set before you this day?” Deuteronomy 4:5-8. 6T 12.1

“Even these words fail of expressing the greatness and the

glory of God's purpose to be accomplished through His

people. Not to this world only but to the universe are we

to make manifest the principles of His kingdom. The

apostle Paul, writing by the Holy Spirit, says: “Unto me,

who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given,

that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable

riches of Christ; and to make all men see what is the

fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the

world hath been hid in God, who created all things by

Jesus Christ: to the intent that now unto the principalities

and powers in heavenly places might be [made] known by

the church the manifold wisdom of God.” Ephesians 3:8-

10. 6T 13.1

What does Paul say about God and the actions of

God in Ephesians 3:7-13?
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Christ, Dwelling in your
Heart

“The themes of redemption are momentous themes, and

only those who are spiritually minded can discern their

depth and significance. It is our safety, our life, our joy, to

dwell upon the truths of the plan of salvation. Faith and

prayer are necessary in order that we may behold the

deep things of God. Our minds are so bound about with

narrow ideas, that we catch but limited views of the

experience it is our privilege to have. How little do we

comprehend what is meant by the prayer of the apostle,

when he says, ‘That he would grant you, according to the

riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his

spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your

hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in

love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is

the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to

know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye

might be filled with all the fullness of God. Now unto him

that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we

ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,

unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus

throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.’” RH

November 17, 1891, par. 14

“The knowledge of God as revealed in Christ is the

knowledge that all who are saved must have. It is the

knowledge that works transformation of character. This

knowledge, received, will re-create the soul in the image

of God. It will impart to the whole being a spiritual power

that is divine. 8T 289.2

“‘We all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the

glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same image

from glory to glory.” 2 Corinthians 3:18, A. R. V. 8T 289.3

“Of His own life the Saviour said: “I have kept My Father's

commandments.” “The Father hath not left Me alone; for I

do always those things that please Him.” John 15:10; 8:29.

As Jesus was in human nature, so God means His

followers to be. In His strength we are to live the life of

purity and nobility which the Saviour lived. 8T 289.4

“‘For this cause,” Paul says, “I bow my knees unto the

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family

in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you,

according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened

with might by His Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may

dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and

grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all

saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and

height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth

knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of

God.’” Ephesians 3:14-19. 8T 289.5

Compare Paul’s earlier prayer request, Ephesians

1:16-19, with his plea for believers in Ephesians 3:14-

19. In what ways are the two requests similar? 
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Glory in the Church and in
Christ Jesus

“The Lord is willing to do great things for us. We shall not

gain the victory through numbers, but through the full

surrender of the soul to Jesus. We are to go forward in his

strength, trusting in the mighty God of Israel. GW92 458.1

“You should never be surprised, you should never be

without your armor on. Be prepared for any emergency,

for any call of duty. Act promptly. God would have you

minute men. Many times workers are too precise, too

calculating. While they are getting ready to do a great

work, the opportunity for doing a good work passes

unimproved. The worker moves on as though the whole

burden rested upon himself, a poor, finite man, when

Jesus is ready to carry him and his burden too. Brethren,

trust self less, and Jesus more. He is willing to save the

souls for whom we labor. Because he lives to intercede for

us, we shall see of his great power. He “is able to do

exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.”

[Ephesians 3:20.] Jesus wants us to ask for help; he wants

us to cast our helpless souls on him; and he will give us

according to our faith. GW92 458.2

“The work that lies before us is one that will put to the

stretch every power of the human being. It will call for the

exercise of strong faith and constant vigilance. At times

the difficulties that we shall meet will be most

disheartening. The very greatness of the task will appall

us. And yet, with God's help, His servants will finally

triumph. “Wherefore,” my brethren, “I desire that ye faint

not” (Ephesians 3:13) because of the trying experiences

that are before you. Jesus will be with you; He will go

before you by His Holy Spirit, preparing the way; and He

will be your helper in every emergency. 2SM 407.3

“‘For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and

earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the

riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His

Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your

hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in

love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is

the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to

know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye

might be filled with all the fulness of God. 2SM 408.1

“‘Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly

above all that we ask or think, according to the power that

worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the church by Christ

Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen’

(Ephesians 3:14-21).—The General Conference Bulletin,

May 28, 1913, pp. 164, 165.” 2SM 408.2

Paul concludes his prayer report with a doxology, a

brief poetic statement of praise to God. For what

does he praise God? Eph 3:20-21.

Friday, August 4Friday, August 4

Further Thought

“The treasures of the gospel are said to be hidden. By

those who are wise in their own estimation, who are

puffed up by the teaching of vain philosophy, the beauty

and power and mystery of the plan of redemption are not

perceived. Many have eyes, but they see not; they have

ears, but they hear not; they have intellect, but they

discern not the hidden treasure. COL 104.3

“A man might pass over the place where treasure had

been concealed. In dire necessity he might sit down to

rest at the foot of a tree, not knowing of the riches hidden

at its roots. So it was with the Jews. As a golden treasure,

truth had been intrusted to the Hebrew people. The

Jewish economy, bearing the signature of Heaven, had

been instituted by Christ Himself. In types and symbols

the great truths of redemption were veiled. Yet when

Christ came, the Jews did not recognize Him to whom all

these symbols pointed. They had the word of God in their

hands; but the traditions which had been handed down

from generation to generation, and the human

interpretation of the Scriptures, hid from them the truth

as it is in Jesus. The spiritual import of the sacred writings

was lost. The treasure house of all knowledge was open to

them, but they knew it not. COL 104.4

“God does not conceal His truth from men. By their own

course of action they make it obscure to themselves.

Christ gave the Jewish people abundant evidence that He

was the Messiah; but His teaching called for a decided

change in their lives. They saw that if they received Christ,

they must give up their cherished maxims and traditions,

their selfish, ungodly practices. It required a sacrifice to

receive changeless, eternal truth. Therefore they would

not admit the most conclusive evidence that God could

give to establish faith in Christ. They professed to believe

the Old Testament Scriptures, yet they refused to accept

the testimony contained therein concerning Christ's life

and character. They were afraid of being convinced lest

they should be converted and be compelled to give up

their preconceived opinions. The treasure of the gospel,

the Way, the Truth, and the Life, was among them, but

they rejected the greatest gift that Heaven could bestow.”

COL 105.1
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