
The Sabbath and the End
Lesson 8, 2nd Quarter May 13-19, 2023.

Sabbath Afternoon - May 13Sabbath Afternoon - May 13

“…Those who have a living connection with God know that

divinity works through humanity. Every soul that

cooperates with God will do justly, love mercy, and walk

humbly with God. The Lord is a God of mercy, and cares

even for the dumb beasts he has created. When he healed

on the Sabbath day, and was accused of breaking the law

of God, he said to his accusers: “Doth not each one of you

on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and

lead him away to watering? And ought not this woman,

being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound,

lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the

Sabbath day? And when he had said these things, all his

adversaries were ashamed; and all the people rejoiced for

all the glorious things that were done by him.” The Lord

looks upon the creatures he has made with compassion,

no matter to what race they may belong. God “hath made

of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face

of the earth, and hath determined the times before

appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; that they

should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him,

and find him, though he be not far from every one of us;

for in him we live, and move, and have our being; as

certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also

his offspring.” Speaking to his disciples the Saviour said,

“All ye are brethren.” God is our common Father, and each

one of us is our brother's keeper.” RH January 21, 1896,

par. 7

Memory Text:

“And to make all men see what is the fellowship of

the mystery, which from the beginning of the world

hath been hid in God, who created all things by

Jesus Christ:” KJV — Ephesians 3:9
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The Judgment, Creation and
Accountability 

“Those who had accepted the light concerning the

mediation of Christ and the perpetuity of the law of God

found that these were the truths presented in Revelation

14. The messages of this chapter constitute a threefold

warning which is to prepare the inhabitants of the earth

for the Lord's second coming. The announcement, “The

hour of His judgment is come,” points to the closing work

of Christ's ministration for the salvation of men. It heralds

a truth which must be proclaimed until the Saviour's

intercession shall cease and He shall return to the earth to

take His people to Himself. The work of judgment which

began in 1844 must continue until the cases of all are

decided, both of the living and the dead; hence it will

extend to the close of human probation. That men may be

prepared to stand in the judgment, the message

commands them to “fear God, and give glory to Him,” “and

worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea,

and the fountains of waters.” The result of an acceptance

of these messages is given in the word: “Here are they

that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of

Jesus.” In order to be prepared for the judgment, it is

necessary that men should keep the law of God. That law

will be the standard of character in the judgment. The

apostle Paul declares: “As many as have sinned in the law

shall be judged by the law, ... in the day when God shall

judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ.” And he says that

“the doers of the law shall be justified.” Romans 2:12-16.

Faith is essential in order to the keeping of the law of God;

for “without faith it is impossible to please Him.” And

“whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” Hebrews 11:6; Romans

14:23. GC 435.2

“By the first angel, men are called upon to “fear God, and

give glory to Him” and to worship Him as the Creator of

the heavens and the earth. In order to do this, they must

obey His law. Says the wise man: “Fear God, and keep His

commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”

Ecclesiastes 12:13. Without obedience to His

commandments no worship can be pleasing to God. “This

is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.” “He

that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his

prayer shall be abomination.” 1 John 5:3; Proverbs 28:9.”

GC 436.1

Read Revelation 14:7, Romans 14:10, and James 2:8–

13. What does judgment imply about such issues as

accountability and responsibility? How are the

judgment, the commandments of God, and worship

linked?
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Worship the Creator

“‘The importance of the Sabbath as the memorial of

creation is that it keeps ever present the true reason why

worship is due to God’—because He is the Creator, and

we are His creatures. ‘The Sabbath therefore lies at the

very foundation of divine worship, for it teaches this great

truth in the most impressive manner, and no other

institution does this. The true ground of divine worship,

not of that on the seventh day merely, but of all worship,

is found in the distinction between the Creator and His

creatures. This great fact can never become obsolete, and

must never be forgotten.’—J. N. Andrews, History of the

Sabbath, chapter 27. It was to keep this truth ever before

the minds of men, that God instituted the Sabbath in

Eden; and so long as the fact that He is our Creator

continues to be a reason why we should worship Him, so

long the Sabbath will continue as its sign and memorial.

Had the Sabbath been universally kept, man's thoughts

and affections would have been led to the Creator as the

object of reverence and worship, and there would never

have been an idolater, an atheist, or an infidel. The

keeping of the Sabbath is a sign of loyalty to the true God,

‘Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the

fountains of waters.’ It follows that the message which

commands men to worship God and keep His

commandments will especially call upon them to keep the

fourth commandment.” GC 437.2

“In the first angel's message men are called upon to

worship God, our Creator, who made the world and all

things that are therein. They have paid homage to an

institution of the Papacy, making of no effect the law of

Jehovah, but there is to be an increase of knowledge on

this subject. 2SM 106.1

“The message proclaimed by the angel flying in the midst

of heaven is the everlasting gospel, the same gospel that

was declared in Eden when God said to the serpent, “I will

put enmity between thee and the woman, and between

thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou

shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15). Here was the first

promise of a Saviour who would stand on the field of

battle to contest the power of Satan and prevail against

him. Christ came to our world to represent the character

of God as it is represented in His holy law; for His law is a

transcript of His character. Christ was both the law and

the gospel. The angel that proclaims the everlasting

gospel proclaims the law of God; for the gospel of

salvation brings men to obedience of the law, whereby

their characters are formed after the divine similitude.”

2SM 106.2

Read Genesis 2:1–3, Exodus 20:8–11, and

Deuteronomy 5:12–15 in the context of Revelation

14:6, 7. How do we see in the Sabbath commandment

the link between Creation and Redemption, as well?
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A Not-So-Subtle Deception

“Like the Sabbath, the week originated at creation, and it

has been preserved and brought down to us through

Bible history. God himself measured off the first week as a

sample for successive weeks to the close of time. Like

every other, it consisted of seven literal days. Six days

were employed in the work of creation; upon the seventh,

God rested, and he then blessed this day, and set it apart

as a day of rest for man. CE 190.1

“In the law given from Sinai, God recognized the week,

and the facts upon which it is based. After giving the

command, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy,”

and specifying what shall be done on the six days, and

what shall not be done on the seventh, he states the

reason for thus observing the week, by pointing back to

his own example: “For in six days the Lord made heaven

and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the

seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day,

and hallowed it.” [Exodus 20:8-11.] This reason appears

beautiful and forcible when we understand the days of

creation to be literal. The first six days of each week are

given to man for labor, because God employed the same

period of the first week in the work of creation. On the

seventh day man is to refrain from labor, in

commemoration of the Creator's rest. CE 190.2

“But the assumption that the events of the first week

required thousands upon thousands of years, strikes

directly at the foundation of the fourth commandment. It

represents the Creator as commanding men to observe

the week of literal days in commemoration of vast,

indefinite periods. This is unlike his method of dealing

with his creatures. It makes indefinite and obscure that

which he has made very plain. It is infidelity in its most

insidious and hence most dangerous form; its real

character is so disguised that it is held and taught by

many who profess to believe the Bible. CE 190.3

“‘By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all

the host of them by the breath of his mouth.” “For he

spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.’

[Psalm 33:6, 9.] The Bible recognizes no long ages in which

the earth was evolved from chaos. Of each successive day

of creation, the sacred record declares that it consisted of

the evening and the morning, like all other days that have

followed. At the close of each day is given the result of the

Creator's work. The statement is made at the close of the

first week's record, “These are the generations of the

heavens and of the earth when they were created.”

[Genesis 2:4.] But this does not convey the idea that the

days of creation were other than literal days. Each day

was called a generation, because that in it God generated,

or produced, some new portion of his work.” CE 191.1

The twenty-four-hour cycle begins at sunset, because at

the moment the earth came into existence and began to

rotate on its axis, there was no light "upon the face of the

deep," whereupon "God said, Let there be light: and there

was light....And the evening and the morning were the first

day." Gen. 1:2, 3, 5.

The "light" which shone on the first day, and by which God

divided the day from the night (set the earth revolving on

its axis), was not, however, that of the sun, for the sun and

the moon were not created until the fourth day, when He

spoke them forth "to rule over the day and over the night"

(Gen. 1:18), which He had beforehand established. 

Thus it was that whereas the earth began punctuating

eternal time with the first night of creation week, from

which the weekly seventh-day Sabbath is measured; the

moon began punctuating time at the end of the third day

and at the beginning of the fourth night from which the

month is measured; and the sun began to punctuate time

at the end of the fourth night and the beginning of the

fourth day, from which the year is measured. Accordingly,

the time-span which measures and segments the week, is

three days in advance of the time-spans which measure

and segment the solar year and the lunar month. In order,

therefore, that His people might commemorate the week

of creation, from the instant that the span of earthly time

began, God commanded: "From even unto even, shall ye

celebrate your sabbath." Lev. 23 :32.

So the twenty-four-hour day begins with the night, at

sunset; and the daytime itself, separate from the

nighttime, begins at sunrise. 

Read Psalm 33:6, 9 and Hebrews 11:3. What do these

clear Bible passages tell us about how God created

the world?
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Creation, the Sabbath, and
the End time

“In the time of the end every divine institution is to be

restored. The breach made in the law at the time the

Sabbath was changed by man, is to be repaired. God's

remnant people, standing before the world as reformers,

are to show that the law of God is the foundation of all

enduring reform and that the Sabbath of the fourth

commandment is to stand as a memorial of creation, a

constant reminder of the power of God. In clear, distinct

lines they are to present the necessity of obedience to all

the precepts of the Decalogue. Constrained by the love of

Christ, they are to co-operate with Him in building up the

waste places. They are to be repairers of the breach,

restorers of paths to dwell in. See verse 12.” PK 678.2

The two-horned beast exercises all the power which the

first beast, the leopard-like, exercised, again showing it to

be a world power. Indeed, it requires just such a power to

compel all the inhabitants of the earth to worship as he

commands, and to implement a likeness of a church and

state government that is as outdated as are the Middle

Ages themselves. Yes, it takes such a power to influence

the world, save those whose names are written in the

Lamb’s Book of Life, to bow down to it.

When the beast’s decree is passed that no one can buy or

sell, and should be killed for non-conformity, then God

only can protect His people, the people whose names are

written in “The Book.” Such is His faithful promise: “And at

that time shall Michael stand up, the great Prince which

standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be

a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a

nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people

shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in

the Book.” Dan. 12:1.

Read Revelation 14:7, 9, and 12. Summarize these

verses.
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The Sabbath and Eternal Rest

That the Sabbath and consequently all the other

commandments are perpetual, to be kept even hereafter,

anyone can easily see from the following scriptures: "And

it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another,

and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to

worship before Me, saith the Lord." Isa. 66:23. And looking

forward to the time of "the great and dreadful day of the

Lord," the time just ahead of us, the Lord admonishes the

people who will be living at that time: "Remember ye the

law of Moses My servant, which I commanded unto him in

Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments." Mal.

4:4. 

"Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for

My salvation is near to come, and My righteousness to be

revealed. Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son

of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the sabbath

from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any

evil. Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined

himself to the Lord, speak saying, The Lord hath utterly

separated me from His people: neither let the eunuch say,

Behold, I am a dry tree. For thus saith the Lord unto the

eunuchs that keep My sabbaths, and choose the things

that please Me, and take hold of My covenant; even unto

them will I give in Mine house and within My walls a place

and a name better than of sons, and of daughters; I will

give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off.

Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the

Lord, to serve Him, and to love the name of the Lord, to

be His servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from

polluting it, and taketh hold of My covenant; even them

will I bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in

My house of prayer: their burnt offerings, and their

sacrifices shall be accepted upon Mine altar; for Mine

house shall be called an house of prayer for all people.

The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith,

Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are

gathered unto him." Isa. 56:1-8.

As therefore not only the Sabbath but also the whole law

is to be kept now and forever by both Jew and Gentile,

faith does not do away with the law of God, but rather

establishes it forever, and enables one to keep it.

Read Isaiah 65:17, Isaiah 66:22, 2 Peter 3:13, and

Revelation 21:1. How does keeping the Sabbath point

us forward to eternity?
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Further Thought

“The Sabbath Will Continue to Be Observed in the New

Earth—I was shown that the law of God would stand fast

forever, and exist in the new earth to all eternity. At the

creation, when the foundations of the earth were laid, the

sons of God looked with admiration upon the work of the

Creator, and all the heavenly host shouted for joy. It was

then that the foundation of the Sabbath was laid. At the

close of the six days of creation, God rested on the

seventh day from all His work which He had made; and He

blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because that in

it He had rested from all His work.” Hvn 142.1
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